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Some plain arguments o prove, that 


chriſtianity. does not py the. aid Y 
buman learning. 
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Re VEREND BaeTmane'; ; 


OON after the reformation, wh there 
was not a ſufficient! number of learned 
elergy in our church ta ſupply. the. ſeveral 
cures in the kingdom; and many con- 
gregations muſt have had no one to admini- 
ſter the ſacraments, and to aſſiſt them in E 
forming the duty of public prayer; unleſs ſuch 
perſons, as had little or no learning, were 
admitted into holy orders: the latter evil was 
choſen; becauſe it appeared to be the leſſer of 
the two. But this, which was in itſelf the 
leſſer evil, might have been attended, with ſuch 
conſequences, as would have rendered it the 
greater; if no care had been. taken, to, g1 
againſt them. The etch of gur church 
were defirous, that the people ſho 155 made 
acquainted with "he pas, and ho . 


ink 


ructed out ſ of E! them in th 
Chriſt 34 bur they were — _ _ if 
thoſe unlearned men, — OY had ob- 

2 ooker; B. v. G 8 1 rn 
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(2) 
liged them to take into the miniſtry, were left 
at liberty to.preach ahdexpound,'they would 
at beſt be uſeleſs, and would moſt * 
be dangerous, guides. They reſtrained them 
herds: m attempting to inſtruct their 
congregations any otherwiſe, than by reading 
the ſcri _ and ſuch homilies, as were 
drawn up by public authority; and they con- 
fined the office of preaching and expounding 
to ſuch of the clergy, as ſhould found 


upon examination: te be competently n, 
and _ be licenſed for this pu 5 7 or by 


the big. AI19i38motor 5401 12118 N 
Such was the judgment of our church at 
chat time? and its judgment ever ſince has 
been the fame Unleargech and ignorant men 
by ſomie actideht or other; be non / and 

then obtruded upom ie e but its [eſtabliſhed 
rules have all r e that they; who 
are admitted "to preacly' the goſpel, ſhould 
have 'qyaHfied theniſelves for this important 
office. Tine compe munen in lite- 


ratu 1 TE Mes, Horw eit OWJ 97 
hole 'Tiew"reformers thirefais ho are 
known 'a zus by the name of metho- 
difts,notwithftaiidin they ſometimes pretend 

to be getitin® ſons of tie church of England, 
adopt age and pmb of the con- 
ventiele when they fimanitain; v. hrt every 


a belies? ovid ke has che [of utter 
« nee, is een Glpre⸗ 5 goſpel; * 
40 Pet Vin monw Front Bantss lfu nay; 
bay 


dens xIviii. xlix. Stat. 14 1 
Mr. B—e's letters printed, if 4 Tn V the 
true min, p- ib. 4 


(3) 
nay, * that human learning, inſtead of being a 

neceſſary qualification for a divine, is an im- 
pediment, which. will keep him from the 
knowledge of the truth, and inſtead of aſſiſt- 
ing him in teaching other men, what they 
muſt do to be ſaved, will ſtand in the way of 
his ow-n ſalvation; - Some of them indeed, 
whatever they may do in private amongſt their 
own people, have not ventured to carry this 
matter quite ſo far in their public writings: 
for they declare, that they have no defign 
to depreciate learning of any kind, and that 
they look upon every branch of it as a vas 
e lJuable talent.“ They agree however with 

their brethren, that human — is of no 
uſe at all to a her of the goſpel: becauſe 
in reſpect of his having 40 0 — for the 
*© work, in iin which he is — he is like the 
e apoſtles; and God, who made them ſach 
« workmen, as needed not to be aſhamed; 
« will enable him alſo mahl to divide _ | 
* word of truth.? 

This is the ſubſtance of what the Wer 
the party ſay to juſtify their employing in 
every part of the kingdom a multitude of illi- 
terate preachers, to alienate the regards of the 
— e from thei lawful cm — 


| © Mr. Wee aN rgb 6 a 
f Weſley's farther appeal, &c. Par. ii. p. 106. 
5 Ibid. p. 106, 107. The reader nr fiad the | 
contempt, Fe which theſe men treat human learning, 
ſer in a very juſt light in two excellent letters publiſhed 
under the name 5 Academicus. See. p. 5. 9. of the 
letter to Mr. B— e, and p. 6—11. * letter to 
Mr. Whitefield. | 
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the great offence of all ſober and intelligent 
chriſtians, and in oppoſition to the eſtabliſh- 
ed diſciphne and approved practice of our 
church. Wand 1 Wen beſpeak your patience, 
whilſt I examine ane ae in as few words, | 
as Feans!! © if? | 1:4 
When we are en uiring, — Hibs 
literature is of any uſe at preſent to a preacher 
of the goſpel; the example of the apoſtles is 
foreign from the purpoſe. Their miniſtry in 


its nature and circumſtances was wholly dif- 


ferent from ours. The religion, which they 
were appointed to teach, was not to be found 
any where; till they had publiſhed it to the 
world: the writings of the philoſophers did 


not contain it; —— rophets under the old 


teſtament had only foret ns ery the coming of 
its divine author and its future — 
but had not publiſhed it themſelves; and 
though the truth of all its doctrines, when 
they and the evidence, which ſupports them, 
are laid before us, approves itſelf to our 
reaſon, yet many of them are ſuch, as no de- 
ductions of reaſon could have brought to 
light. The apoſtles therefore were in ſuch a 
ſituation, that no human art or wiſdom could 
teach them this religion: if they had not 
learned it from heaven, they could not have 
learned it at all. But after they had received 
it from the Holy Spirit of God, and had been 
fully inſtructed in it by his influence ; they 
committed it to writing in the ſacred books 
of the new teſtament: and the proper buſi- 
neſs of our miniſtry is; not to call it down 
r Fas from 


OATS, 


from heaven again for the inſtruction of our 


hearers; but to inſtruct them in it from theſe 
books, which have by the good providence of 
God been ſafely tranſmitted to us. How then 
can we argue from the miniſtry of the apoſtles 
to our own miniſtry? Though they in finding 
out the religion, which they publiſhed, when 
it was not extant any where, neither did nor 
could receive any aſſiſtance from human lite- 
rature; yet it does not follow, that human 
literature will be of no uſe to us in learning 
the ſame religion; now it is extant in the ſa- 
cred writings, and 1s to be collected by us from 
thence, before we teach it to others. The pro- 
phet Jeremiah was taught by the immediate 
word of God; that the people of Judah 
ſhould : ſerve the king of Babylon ſeverity 
years, and ſhould then return to their own 
and: but after this prediction had been com- 
mitted to writing; Daniel, though he likewiſe 
was a prophet, underſtood by books the 
number of years, whereof the word of the 
“Lord came to Jeremiah, that he would ac- 
* compliſh ſeventy years in the deſolation of 
<« Jeruſalem.” And in like manner though St. 
Paul received not the goſpel of man, nei- 
<« ther was taught it, but by the revelation of 
* Jeſus Chriſt;” yet his directions to Timothy 
are, — Hold faſt the form of ſound words, 
* which thou haſt: heard of me; and, 
Give attendance to reading,” 
9 WAS „ e It 
b Jerem. xxv. 11, 12. Xxix. 10. Dan. ix. 2. 
* Gal. i. 12. 1 2 Tim. i. 13. * 1 Tim. iv. 13. 


OO 


. It may perhaps be doubtful, how far this 


command about giving attendance to reading 
extended; whether it related to the ſacred 

books only, or included other books beſides 
theſe. If we judge of its extent from St. Pauls 
on writings the latter opinion ſeems to be 
the more probable: for his reading was not 
confined to the ſcriptures; and though other 
books were of no uſe to him in learning the 
religion of Chriſt; yet, as occaſion offered, he 
availed himſelf of them in teaching this reli- 
gion to mankind. The books, which he left 
at Troas, were probably not the ſacred ones. 
And to the reaſons, Which have been given 


for this opinion by a very able interpreter, 


we may add, that he was not likely to 
ſet a higher value upon any other writings, 
which he had left at the ſame place, than upon 
the ſcriptures: and yet from the words of his 
order. — Bring with thee the books, but 
«eſpecially the parchments, —we may col- 


lect, that he thought the parchments of more 


value than the books. 


Indeed in one of his epiſiles to che chriſti- | 
ans at Corinth he tells them, that, «©? when 


he came to them, he came not with excel- 
*«lency of ſpeech or of wiſdom declaring unto 
*'them the teſtimony of God; for he deter- 
© mined not to know any thing among them, 
« ſave Jeſys Chriſt,” and him crucified,” But 
Bulls Sermons, 8vo. p. 400, &c. 
* 2 Tim. iy. 13. ? 1 Cor. li, 1, 2, "ye 


(7) 


notwithſtanding this, we find him 
one of the Greek poets in his diſcourſe to the 
R of Athens, another in his 4 to 
itus, and a third in this very epiſtle to the 
church of Corinth: ſo that his laying aſide all 
the knowledge, which he had acquired in the 
courſe of a learned education, when he firſt 
preached the goſpel to the people of this city, 
was not Qwing-to any ion, | 
literature can never be applied to any good 
1 in teaching chriſfianity, and "nth 
{s that to be a { is inconſiſtent with 
the character of a chriſtian divine, but ta 
ſomething in their ſituation and temper, which 3 
made ſuch. a conduct the moſt proper for him 
to hold upon. that particular occaſidn::: 'Cer- 
tamly if Titus, wham he left in Crete to 
< ordain elders in every city, and to ſet in 
«order the: things, which were wanting, had 
given it in charge to thoſe, who were ee 
by bim; that they mould Jook up. "or 
em 


as an impediment, which would keep 
from the truth, gr even as an near * e 

— — = 
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(8) 
hauiour in the i important office, to which he 
was cappointed, alledged the teſtimony of 
> 009g to prove, that the Cretans were 
 atioays lars; ruil beaſts, for Gellies. 
But though we ſhould eue what does not 
ſeem piabable, that St! Paul; however exten- 
ſive his own reading might be, intended only 
to require, that Timothy ſhould: be diligent in 
reading the holy ſcriptures; yet it ſhould be 
obſerved, that, * he required this, almoſt 
all:the books of tlie new teſtament had been 
Written, nnd were included! in the notion of 
ſcripture, as might eaſihy be proved, if it was 
| | when thus reſtrain- 
edi ifo it is compared wich what St. Paul ſays 
of: himfelf;:* that he was not taught chriſti- 
anity anyrothetwiſe than by immediate reve- 
lation, will be ſufficient to point out the af 
per! diſtinction between the mini 
apaſtlesd and the. of all future 
preacketsrof; the goſpel and this:is the only 
nie;[which I have hitherto made of it. 
Zutſthis command, even upon the foregoing 
— blition; which reſtrains its meaning tothe 
ng/of-the ſcriptures, _ carry us one 
-There are, I behevep many of 
3 new woes, who are ſo ignorant as not 
to know, that the bible was not written in 
their ntother-tongue?*It would be to no pur- 
poſe to ask ſuch men as theſe; whether 
they ſliould have been able to read the books, 5:1 
in Which the doctrines and precepts of the pe 
goſpel Are contained; if they had never been 16 


wi 
See above at p. 5- oy 
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tranſlated into Engliſh? But what anſwer will 
the leaders of the party make to this queſtion ? 
If they anſwer in the affirmative ; let them 
produce any one of their unlettered preachers ; 
and we may make an eaſy experiment by giv- 
ing him either the old or the new teſtament 
in the original language, and deſiring him to 
read two or three words, and to tell us the 
meaning of them. If they heſitate, when we 
aſk” this queſtion, and give ſuch evaſive an- 
ſwers, as imply, what they ſometimes inti- 
mate, but dare not avow, that the help, whach 
theſe literate men receive from God, is ſuch 
as will enable them- to — Chriſts goſpel 
without reading the ſeriptures; St. Pauls 
command to Timothy is a ſufficient confutas 
tion of this 3 or rather impious pre- 
tence: for i y, who was one of the 
immediate ſueceſſors of the apoſtles in the 
office of preaching the goſpel, was required to 
give attendance to the reading of the ſcrip- 
tures, that he might learn the doctrines and 
— ts of chriſtianity from thence; we may 
„that this is — way, in which all 
ether? - Who —— the Mane! E _ 
Tm det 6s 
Perlia ma rea to rep y. 
ugh wy ey ny now 12 contained in 
the books of the new teſtament, ought to 
oy warned by reading theſe rpm _ it my 
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(10) 
be learned without reading them in the origi- 
nal; and that all thoſe,whom we call unlettered 
and ignorant men, are able to read them in a 
tranſlation. But not to mention, that the 
truth of this fact is very queſtionable, the an- 
ſwer itſelf is nothing to the —.— purpoſe. 


For when I aſk, whether ſuc illiterate men, 
as they have thought fit to employ in the mi- 
niſtry of preaching, would have been able to 
read the new teſtament, if it had-1 never been 
tranſlated into: Engliſh ; I only want to ſhew 
them, that the circumſtances of our religion 
are ſuch, as have made literature neceſſary for 
preſerving the knowledge of it, and much more 

ſpreading this knowledge amongſt mankind: 
and it is plain, that however as theſe new 
teachers may be to read the new teſtament in 
a tranſlation yet as the original could not 
at this time have been read by any one, ſo 
neither could a tranſlation have been made 


for them to read it in, without the IDOL | 


human learning. 
When we thus find, that the e. 888590 
muſt be made uſe of in reading the ſcriptures, 
as in reading any other book, which was 
written in any of the learned lan guages; 
that we muſt have learning of our on, if we 
read them in the original, and muſt be obliged 
to the learning of other men, if we read them 
in a tranſlation; we may reaſonably conclude, 
that the ſame means are neceſſary for the right 
underſtanding of the ſcriptures, as for the 
right underſtanding of any other book, which 
= written in antient times and in a diſtant 
country; chat we muſt have learning of our 
4 own 
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( xx ) 
own to enable us to interpret them for our- 
ſelves, and, if we have not learning enough 
to qualify us for this work, muſt have recourſe 
to the aſſiſtance of thoſe, who have. -—_ 
St. Peter has authorized me to ſay, that 
e there are in the ſcriptures ſome things hard 
** to be underſtood.” And can any one ima- 
gine, that thoſe things, which in his judgment 
were hard to be underſtood, are ſuch as every 
unlettered mechanic, who leaves the work of 
his craft, in which alone he has hitherto been 
occupied, and calls himſelf a preacher of the 
goſpel, is able to explain? Is not it much 
more likely, that they are the ſafeſt guides 
and moſt profitable inſtructers, who from 
their childhood have known the holy ſcrip- 
tures, and have diligently and faithfully made 
uſe of all the helps to underſtand them, which 
the providence of God by means of a liberal 
education has put into their hands ; * who 
have given attendance to reading, have me- 
<« ditated- on theſe things, and have given 
e themſelves wholly to them ?” 
Nor let any one ſuppoſe, that what the 
apoſtle here ſpeaks of are only matters of 
curious ſpeculation, about which both the 
preachers of the goſpel and their hearers may 
ſafely make what judgment they pleaſe: for 
he expreſly tells us, that they are ſuch, as the 
e unlearned and unſtable wreſt to their own 
deſtruction. St. Peters epiſtles were more 
2 Pet. iii. 16. 
* I Tim. iv. 13, 14. 
| FA 


( 12 ) 

immediately addreſſed to ſuch chriſtians, » as 
had been jews of the diſperſion: and theſe by 
means of the Greek verſion of the old teſta- 
ment, which was in conſtant uſe amongſt 
them, commonly learned from their Infancy 
the language, in which the new teſtament is 
written; ſo that 3 ere not only able to 
read this language, but were alſo well ac- 
quainted with the preciſe meaning of the 
words and with the ſeveral idioms of it, They 
had likewiſe been brought up in an habitual 


knowledge of the cuſtoms and opinions, of 


their brethren, to which the ſacred writers 
frequently allude: and the times, in which 
they lived, gave them a clear and diſtinct view 
of the errors and miſconceits, which theſe 
writers oppoſe and endeavour to correct: but 
notwithſtanding the helps, which. their fitua- 
tion gave them in theſe. and many other in- 
ſtances; we find; that they had 3 for 
ſome farther (kill and — which th 
might acquire by reading and meditation; an 
that they, who wanted theſe qualifications, 
that is, they whom the apoſtle calls anlegrned, 
perverted the ſcriptures, when they pretended 
to interpret them. How, dangerous therefore 
mult it be for any one in our times tg truſt 
himſelf in the hands of ignorant and Witerate 
teachers; when, beſides farha degree of learn- 
ing as was neceſſa to enable thoſe, who ved 
in the times of the apoſtles, to underſtand 
the e we cannot without 2 1 er 


and | 


7 1 Pet. i. 1. „ 2 Pet. il iii. 1. 4 #* 1 E 1 4 
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(13) 
and ſtudy acquire that knowledge, Which 
their 7 10 ſituation made obvious to 
them 1451 e [923111 $1129 I 1 ) 235.13: 2008 HTO 
Far be it from me to ſay or to think, that 
we receive no help from the Holy Spirit in 
diſcharging the work of the miniſtry. But 
there is not the leaſt evidence, that whoever 
takes upon himſelf to preach the gofſpel, now 
it is to be collected from the ſacred writings, 
has the ſame miraculous aſſiſtances, which 
were given to the apoſtles, when they were 
called to preach it, before it was any where 
extant. And as to the ordinary influences of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; they only work together with 
us : they do not, either in the work of our 
own ſalvation, or in the work of inſtructing 
others, make our own endeavours unne- 
— Thoſe perſons however may be true be- 
lievers, who, for want of having had leiſure to 
ſtore their minds with uſeful literature, are 
not qualified to be paſtors and teachers: 
though they are too unlearned to be able to 
explain thoſe things in the ſcriptures, which 
are hard to be underſtood ; yet unleſs they are 
unfiable as well as unlearned, they will not 
wreſt them to their own deſtruction. The 
wiſdom of the public has provided ſuch 
guides for them, as are both able and willing 
to ſhew them the good and the right way: 
and it is their duty to © continue in the 
« things, which they have learned” from theſe 
guides, 
2 Tim. iii. 14. Tit. i.. 
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( 14) 
guides, and to“ hold faſt the faithful word 
as they have been taught.“ They are then 
only 1 in danger of being miſled ; when forſak- 

ang their lawful paſtors they heap to them- 
2 « ſolves! teachers, and are Catried about with 
* every __ ee 1 ll 
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Hove it may be very l and 
in. any Ie, impracticable, to 
bring t mog ig ck to. A, ſober mind and a 
right. undetttan Toy BR ee their own 
groundleſs fancies for clear and evident: fy 
ceptions, have erſuaded 25 Ap that 
baye an inward, ſenſe or feeling > of the 0 
Spirit of God; yet for our of information | 
and for the inſtruction of ſuch, as are not 8 
en up to this delufion ; it may be worth 
ile to enquire, whether we have any Neon 


to | believe that the mind has any inward feel- 

ck wilt 1 2 755 * Bo rc the or- 
nd If eices of thi ſo as to diſcern! 
from- whence. they, Lak < 


«„. i. 


The. . bas indeed a 55 at e dif 


i e ent in it And an com compare” che, 
1 it has now, "with thoſe, which * had 


by 


(6) 

at ſome other time, But it is one e thing, to 
perceive them, when they are there, and to 
know what alterdtians have been made in 
them; it is another thing, to perceive the 
_ cauſes, which generate or improve, which de- 


baſe or. deſtroy them. We perceive the facul- 
ties and affections, which we have in bur 
minds, and we diſcern the changes, which 
100 have 9 a an inward conſci- 


only Fa means 4 the 1 1 che RON 6 


material bodies 99065 Ms owers 9 67 Kaden, : 
which are properly then a own; and are not 
derived to them from their union with an im- 


ial ſoul or mind. I make uſe of theſe 
wore to denote thoſe organs of the body, 


ck convey to the mind, the ſenſations of 
5 . feeling, keing, 1 and e 


* e — A4 45 yo cam acutiores' 


Neun Attici: an Bal 1 i 
5 et e ke 94 e $7 * 
Cam 

fructuut ee urbis ſalubritate, deſcrip- 

= NN 25 ande 


2 . on vinced Rh 
fees bs. embar kin for CE Gn nr 
fave roo much 


ta 


bob - agroringy et 
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And what I mean to affirm is; that, whilſt 
the ſoul is united to ſuch a body, as we have 
at preſent, the operations of external things 
upon it, if they make no ſenſible impreſſion 
upon ſome one or more of theſe organs, excite 
no inward feeling: we get our knowledge of 
theſe operations, when we have any, not by im- 
mediate and ſimple perception, but by reaſon- 
ing upon ſuch obſervations, as give us only a 
remote and indirect notice of them. 

The national dullneſs of the Thebans, 
and the bright genius and quick of the 
Athenians were commonly aſcribed to the 
ſoil and the air of their reſpective countries. 
But whatever effect the ſoil or the air of a 
country may have upon the underſtanding of 
its inhabitants; yet, as their operation does 
not fall under the notice of the bodily ſenſes, 
neither the Thebans nor the Athenians could 
diſcern, whether the turn and complexion of 
their minds was innate, or whether it was 
derived from theſe external cauſes. Cicero re- 
marks *, © that the Campanians were rendered 

77... pet” 21r241.0 20: 
to allow, that his inward perceptions are infallible; 
but we readily grant, that they did not deceive him 
in this inſtance, and that he, like the Campanians, if 
he reflected upon what paſſed within his on mind, 
might perceive, that he was proud. In the mean 
time we deny, that he had any inward feeling or per- 
ception of the cauſe, which produced this pride, or 
of the operation, by which it was produced; that he 
had any 12 ſenſe or touch, by which he could 


* 


diſtinguiſh, whether it aroſe from the operations af 
Satan, or was the work of his own heart. 
fry C 


(18 ) 
e haughty and arrogant y the healthineſs 
« and, beauty, of Capua, e fertility of 
« the land about. it, and by the plenty and 
0 OL oe in which they lived”, hey 
might undoubtedly ſeg and feel the 0 
of their ſituation with their meh nſes; 
and each of them might perceive his wn 
haughtineſs and arrogance b 58 inward ſenſe; 
hut they, could not diſcern ſeeing or 
eeling of the mind, that one 5 theſe was 
produced by the other; ra eee this, was done 
organs anole ty 255 Le diſtinct ſenſation in the 


temper. © Englith,. their impatience 
o col CL EE and an deten under 
their che fi d onde cy 2 
W 705 —5 . — with the {li misfor- 
tunes, are thai e e 
dae, ich is derived from their uſual 
Feen 72 temperature of their atmo» 
ſphere, vom the nature of their climate. 
1 tions, wWhi hich are generated by. this 
on, cannot be in the ind without. be- 
. r it: 


but as the infection itſelf and 
cir, . upon the mind are not 2 


by qur outward ſenſes, ſo ac 1 us, 
eſume, ave eyer di ed th by any 
D u 


Naturaliſts inked ave not 2 855 agreed 
about the truth of the opinion, Which I have 
here followed. But if there are many, who 
maintain, that che 75 75 or 'Uiſpolition of 
the Pipke in any country does not Wer 
upon the climate, e 5, and food; there 
are 


A and change · 


(19) 

are likewiſe many, who maintain on the con- 
trary: that it does: and without determining, 
which of the two parties is in the right; the 
very exiſtence of this controverſy, and the 
manner, in which it is managed, are ſufficient 
for my purpoſe. For in the firſt place, there 


never could have been any ſuch controverſy; 


if the mind, by means of an inward ſenſe, 
had as clear and full a perception of all im- 
reſſions, which external aa make upon 
t, as it has of light by means of the eye, or 
of ſound b n and could as 
certain ts on immediate 
touch, ee e which are raiſed 
in it by theſe impreſſions, and affections, 
which ariſe in it ſpontaneouſly, as it can by 
the help of the bodily organs between the 


taſtes of different fruits, ànd the ſmells of 


different flowers. And ſecondly, all natu- 
raliſts, of wichever party whey are, planely 
ſhew by their management of this controyerly, 

that they know of no ſuch: feeling either in 
themſelves, or in other men: for they never 
appeal to it on either fide, but endeavour to 
ſupport 'their reſpective e A. by? Toe 
ſon and argument. ” 

Madneſs is the moſt violent 1 Al the apt; 


tations 'of the mind: and this ariſes fłom 


ſome bodily diſorder; for the cure of it, when 
it can be cured at all, is effected by medi- 
cines, Which the phyſician, applies to the 
body, and not by religion, which is the medi- 
cine of the ſoul. But in the firſt attack of 
this 3 the mind does not uſually per- 


C2 cCelve 


(20) 
ceive by any inward: feeling, that the fhock, 
by which its | reaſoning; powers are overſet, 
comes from without: and yet the health or 
diſtempers, the ſoundneſs; or diſorders of the 
body are properly external and adventitious 
cauſes in reſpect of the motions, affections, 
or diſpoſitions, which they occaſion in the 
mind. No great ſtreſs perhaps ought to be 
laid upon what a lunatic does, or does not, 
perceive, whulſt his fits are upon him, or even 
in the firſt attack of them. But when his 
diſorder remits and gives him a lucid inter- 
val; does his mind then diſcover by ny feel- 
ing of its own, that this is the effect of a 
right diſpoſition in his body? It may feel in- 
deed, that it is then calm and compoſed: but 


has it any inward feeling or pe _ of the 

_ cauſe, to which its Ne age compoſure 
are owing? If the diſeaſe is cured by medi- 
cines, it may then know, that its ſanity 1s 
owing to adventitious cauſes, and not to its 
on efforts: but it has its information from 
the ſight or the taſte, or ſome other of the 
ſenſes of the body, which were affected by the 
Theſe obſervations, whilſt they help to 
guard us againſt the deluſions of thoſe ſtrol- 
ing preachers, who confine the influence of 
Gods Holy Spirit to themſelves and their fol- 
lowers, will furniſh us likewiſe with an an- 
ſwer to thoſe ſpeculative men, Who would 
perſuade; us to diſbelieve all the promiſes, 
which Chriſt has made to mankind; of aſſiſt- 
FRAIL n | va- 


— 


(ar). 

ſalvation. - For when the latter conclude, that 
no one is aſſiſted; by the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe 
no one feels its workings z; and the former, that 
its influenceis confined to their own fraternity, 
becauſe theſe workings are felt by no one elſe ; 
they both argue from this common principle, 
that the mind has an inward feeling of its 
Own, hich, without the help of the ſenſes 
of the x hog it not only perceives all the affec- 
tions and -diſpoſitions,; which are produced in 
it by external or adventitious cauſes, but like- 
wiſe diſcerns the cauſes themſelves, and can 
diſtinguiſn between ſuch, affections and diſ- 
poſitions, as are ſo produced, and ſuch others, 
as are natural to it, or are produced by its 
own efforts. 7 dy : 2 9104 2: 2000! 

If then either the infidel. or. the methodiſt 
ſhould aſk us, upon what evidence we believe, 
that we have any aſſiſtance afforded us in the 
work of our "non, by the influence of 


Sods Holy Spirit? We may anſwer, that we 


believe it upon the authority. of Chriſt, who 
by himſelf — by his apoſtles has promiſed 
us this aſſiſtance: and if his authority is not 
oppoſed by any poſitive evidence of fenſe ; the 


negative evidence of our not perceiving; this 
Spirit, and not diſcerning the divinity of its in- 
fluence by an inward — of the mind, ought 


to have no weight with us. For we have no 


reaſon to think, that the Holy Ghoſt cannot 


enlighten, and purify,' and ſtrengthen our 


1 minds, without making itſelf and its influence, 


* 


what neither of them are in their on nature, 
* . of our bodily ſenſes; and we ad. 


by 
5 


( 22) 
obſervin What happens in other inſtances, 
* the mind in 4 ſituation has no 
inward ſenſe of 1 n by which the influ- 
ende of external cauſes, or the cauſes them- 
ſelves, may be felt or diſcerned: ;\and- that-it 
cen only pereeives them, when they affect 
the organs of the body, 0 as to van a n 
tion in! it by their means. 
Should the methodift reply, chat, Alden he 
lainly and diſtinctly feels the work of God 
in his foul, e eng in the world can 
erſuade him out of his ſenſes; and convince 
Kim, chat he does not feel it; wel may defire 
him toſfecollect, that in the controverſy be- 
tween him and us there are pfoperhy two 
ay am one is; whether the operations of 
Holy Choſt dee of fuch a fort; and-are 
communieated in muell a e. that no 
man can be aſſiſtecb by them witliout feeling 
them? the other is; whether; in hat he ſu 
poſes himſelf to feel, the does not miſtake the 
roundleſs _—_ of his imagination fer — 
[Uiſtin&-p ons? In the former que- 
— 10 nothing to the pürpoſe: for 
whatever his feelings may ſbe; if we, who 
have none of them, way. notwithitending this 
be under the influences of divine grace, as well 
as he? we have no occafion' ' to: go to his 
ſchool to learn chriſtianity. In che latter 
queſtion; as I hinted at Heſt, we have no great 
hopes of convincing him by reaſon and argu- 


ment; that his 9 ings are not to 

be depended! on: for it is, we know, a funda- 
mental . in his ſhool, that all, who 
come 


— — 


( 23) 


come 1nto oy ha renounce, their reaſon, and 


ſubmit. themſelves without reſerve. to the dic- 
tates of the- infallible guides, who preſide 
there. We may however adviſe him to con- 
fer; whether, ae of our perfuaing him 
out of his ſenſes, it is not poſſible, that they, 
after having perſuaded him out of his reaſon, 
may have led him to. imagine, that he has 
ſuch an inward ſenſe in this inſtance, as na- 
ture has not given him in any other.. 
And yet ſuch. is the force of truth, that 
even theſe guides, notwithſtanding what they 
- uſually inculcate concerning. the evidence of 
inward feelings, are ſometimes conſtrained to 
own, that all their experiences may poſſibly 
be deluſions, One of them, he beſt knows 
how conſiſtently with his ſtanding doctrine 
of convictions and aſſurances, cautions his 
followers * ** againſt judging of the ſpirit, by 
<« which any one ſpeaks, by their own inward 
* feelings, or by revelations ſuppoſed to be 
** made to their fouls; becauſe t N all 
of a doubtful nature may come from God, 
* or. may not,” What therefore ſhall we 
think of theſe inward feelings? They may be 
clear and diſtinct, perceptions of ſuch. affec- 

tions, inclinations, or ſentiments, as 22 
the mind: but if it is doubtful even to thoſe, 


who have them, whether they come from 
God or not; they cannot be clear and diſtinct 
perceptions. of the cauſe, from which theſe 
affections, inclinations, or ſentiments are de- 
5550 OO ON | rived. 
- © Welleys journal from Aug. 12, 1738. to Nov. 1. 
150, . wins id 


rived,” They may be feelings of ſome inter- 


nal motions or perſuaſions; but if they leave 
men in uncertainty, whether theſe motions 


oo br e are the work of the Holy 


Ghoſt, or the groundleſs fancies of their wn 
imagination, or the e of Satan; they 
cannot be feelings of the Holy Ghoſt wel? 


or of its divine operations. Another of theſe 


guides confeſſes upon a review of his paſt 
conduct; * © that wild-fire has been mixed 
ce with his zeal; and that he finds himſelf to 
* have frequently written and ſpoken too 


„much in his own ſpirit, when he thought 


« himſelf to have been writing and ſpeaking 


t by the Spirit of God.” From hence we may 


underſtand, what was formerly the nature of 


his inward feelings; and we have no reaſon 
to believe, that it is not the ſame now. As 
far as they extended, he might be as certain 
of what he felt within him, as he can be of 
any thing by the evidence of his outward 
ſenſes: what we doubt about is the point, in 


which he confeſſes himſelf to have been often 


miſtaken, and conſequently in which he had 
no ſuch evidence. He might plainly and diſ- 
tinctly perceive the motions and ſentiments 
of his mind: but if he had plainly and dif. 


tinctly perceived the cauſe, by which they | 


were excited, he conld not have thought, th 


he was delivering the diftates of the Holy 


Spirit, when he was only delivering the dic» 
„ ⁰ W ˖ HATE 26 ae els 
Mr. Whiteflelds letter on board the brigg Betſey, 
in his remarks on the compariſon of methodiſts and 
papiſts, pag. 35. 5 
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(25) 
God can indeed, if he pleaſes, communi- 
cate the influence of the Holy Ghoſt to the 
minds of men in a different manner from the 
influence of other external and adventitious 
cauſes: and we learn from the ſcriptures, that 
it has ſometimes been communicated to them 
in ſuch a manner, as to be clearly and cer- 
tainly known by them. When Paul was 
preſſed in ſpirit, or rather, as it is in the 
margin of our Engliſh bibles, when he was 
preſſed by the ſpirit, to teſtify to the Jews at 
Corinth, that Jeſus is Chriſt ; when the ſpirit 
ſuffered him not to go into Bithynia, and 
forbad him to preach the word in Aſia ; when 
it commanded Peter to go to Cornelius, and 
Philip to go near and join himſelf to the 
Zthiopians chariot; they could undoubtedly 
diſtinguiſh 1ts directions and impulſes from 
the motions and mclinations of their own 
mind. Whether the leaders of the metho- 
diſts have the ſame diſtinct communications 
or not, we. may judge * from their miſtaking 
the dictates of their own ſpirit for the dictates 
of the Holy Ghoſt, from their uncertainty, 
whether their inward feelings come from God 
or from ſome other cauſe; and likewiſe from 
their confeſſing, as they ſometimes do, “ that, 
| | e ee © 246 ie j 
Acts xyiii. 5. xvi. 7.6. X. 19. viii. 29. 
f See above at pag. 24. 3. && 97) | 
* Weſleys journal from his embarking for Georgia 
to his return to London. pag. 63, 64. 0 
Mr. Weſley ſometimes endeavours to explain 
away the doctrine of = methodiſts concerning in- 


ward 


\ 


/ 
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« when they find themſelves utterly. unwilling 
eto ſpeak, they are perplexed with doubts, 
cc whether this is a prohibition from the good 
« Spirit, or a temptation from nature and the 
evil one.“ 


How - 


ward feelings. © By feeling, ſays he, I mean being 
„ inwardly conſcious of; by the operations of the 
« Spirit I do not mean the manner, in which he ope- 
cc rates, but the graces, which he operates in a chri- 
« ſtian.“ See his Farther appeal, &c. P. i. pag. 38. 
And agreeably to this explanation he writes thus in 
his letter to Mr. Downes, pag. 14. We believe, that 
e love, joy, peace are inwardly Ele, or they have no 
being; and that men are ſatisfied they have grace 
« firſt by feeling theſe, and afterward by their out- 
« ward actions.“ But if he and his brethren, when 
they talk of inward feelings, mean — z that men 
perceive within themſelves, or are inwardly conſcious 
of, certain good affections, which influence their ac- | 
Fons; and that from what the ſcriptures have inform- 
ed them concerning the preſent condition of human 
nature, and EE. the promiſes of God, the 
have reaſon to believe, that the Holy Ghoſt has aſſiſt 
their endeavours to acquire, improve, or confirm theſe 
good affections; if this; I ay, be their meaning, why 
o they ſpeak of this niatter in ſuch language, as miſ- 
leads their diſciples, and makes them expect, and pre- 
tend to have, an inward ſenſe by which they feel ſo 
times the power of God, ſometimes the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſometimes Jeſus Chriſt, and by which they can as 
clearly diſcern each of theſe, whilſt he acts upon 
them, as they can outward: objes by their bodily 
ſenſes. Mr. Weſley has certainly countenanced ſome 
of the wildeſt fancies about-feelings, that ever entered 
into the heads of ignorant enthuſiaſts. When he 
** examined ſome of his diſciples touching their ex- 
Be =>, | “ periences, 


(27) 

However; our preſent enquiry is not con- 
cerning the infind or inſpiration, by which 
the apoſtles and their companions were guid- 
ed in diſcharging the extraordinary office, to 
which they were called; but concerning the 
| ordinary 
« periences, and they related their feeling the blood 
of Chriſt running upon their arms, or going down 
< their throat, or poured like warm water upon their 


& hreaſt and heart; Did he tell them, that theſe 


circumſtances were all the mere empty dreams of 
an heated imagination? No: he only ſaid, * that 
<< many of them were ſo; but at the ſame time he 
<« allowed (though this, he ſaid, was the utmoſt he 
&« could allow, without renouncing both ſcripture and 
< reaſon) that ſome of them might be from God, 
Q working in an 8 manner.“ See his journal 
from 3. 1741. to Oct. 27. 1743. p. 70. 

Wen be lle, in the fk TT pag. 71. 
that Lucy Godſnall felt the love of God in an un- 
644 1 manner grin into her heart; he would do 
well to reconcile this with his declaring as above, 
that according to the doctrine of the methodiſts, what 
they feel are only the good affections, which the Ho 
Ghoſt 89 85 in them, and not the manner, in which 
Win an Ge pe ert of Kathie w. Md. Dok 

In the fame 1 is letter to Mr. Down 
which I have quoted jut now, where he declares his 
belief, that men may feel, that is, may perceive, ſuch 
good affections, as the grace of God produces in their 
222 he . this matter 2 , and ſays, We 
« do grace (meanin reby the power of 
“God, which Le — ” becß wait Eire to do 
of his ure) that it is as tible to the 
c heart rely it comforts, e tiles, and 
« ſheds the love of God abroad therein) as ſenſible 
objects are to the ſenſes.“ If words have any mean- 

N . ing, 


( 28) 

ordinary influences of divine grace, by which 
the heart of each particular chriſtian is puri- 
fied, his faith aſſiſted, and his virtue ſupport- 
ed. The effects of our regeneration, which 
are called by St. Paul > the fruits of the Spi- 
* rit, are love, joy, peace, long- ſuffering, gen- 
. * tleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, tempe- 
© rance.” Theſe affections cannot be in the 
mind without being perceived by it; if it re- 
flects upon and examines into its own temper 
and diſpoſition. But Chriſt has taught us, 
that the work of our regeneration is carried 
on too ſecretly for the mind to diſcern the 
cauſe of it. The wind,“ ſays he, in his con- 
verſation with Nicodemus, bloweth where 
& it liſteth, and thou heareſt the ſound there- 
c of; but canſt not tell whence. it cometh, 
&© nor whither it goeth; ſo is every one, who 
is born of the Spirit.” The terms of this 
compariſon are two perſons ; one, who is boi 2 

Be e ee tot Fe fav £4 te 
ing, he here declares, not that the comfort, which 
God adminiſters, .but that the power of God itſelf, 

whilſt it adminiſters comfort, may be felt, and that the 
very act of Gods working may be clearly diſcerned. 

Mr. Whitefield © felt Gods power with him — felt 
« Gods power come upon him — experienced freſh 
<« teachings and communications from Gods Holy | 
<« Spirit — felt the Holy Ghoſt come upon him — 
t aſſuredly felt and knew it was Jeſus Chrift, that re- 
e vealed himſelf unto his foul — does not know, that 
<« they uſe the word ſenſible, when they talk of the ope- 
< rations of the Spirit of God; but if they do, they 
«do not mean, that Gods Spirit manifeſts. itſelf to 
< their ſenſes, but that it may be perceived or 
** fout, 


(29) 
of the Spirit, or whoſe mind is renewed by 
the influence of the Holy Ghoſt; and ano- 
ther, who hears the ſound, that 1s, who per- 
ceives the effect of the wind, but does not 
know the cauſe of it. Every one, who is born 
of the Spirit, is like you, when you hear the 
ſound of the wind, but cannot diſcern, whence 
it cometh or whither it goeth. There will be 
no reſemblance between theſe two perſons, 
and no foundation for this compariſon; if, 
whilſt one of them perceives, by his outward 
ſenſe, only the effect of the wind, without per- 
ceiving its cauſe, the other, by his inward 


ſenſe, has a diſtinct perception not only of 


thoſe good affections, which are the effect of 
his regeneration, but likewiſe of the Holy 


Ghoſt, by which it is wrought. Since there- 


fore Chriſt has taught us, that the Spirit of 

God enters into our ſouls, and renews them 

by its influence, without being perceived by 

us; what reaſon can we have to bel 5 
1 * 


« ſoul, as really, as is any ſenſible impreſſion made 


% upon their body.“ See his journal on board the 
Elzabeth, p. 2 1, 22. 72. His 5th journal, edit. 2. p. 72. 


Gods dealings with him from his infancy, &c. &c. 


P: 32: And his letter to the biſhop of Glouceſter; in 
n in England by the em- 
80, 


when they ſpeak from the preſs: and what ſort of in- 
ward feelings their unlettered and ignorant emiſſaries 
inſiſt upon, is matter of notoriety in almoſt every 
town and village in the kingdom. 
h Gal. v. 22. | | 
i Joh. iii. 8. 


eve, that, 
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whilſt it dwells there, and affiſts us in com- 
pleating the work of our ſalvation, it will 
give us any ſenfible experiences or inward 
feelings of its preſence? ' 

One of the leaders of this new ſect ſays 
indeed, that it is in the ſpiritual life, as 
in the natural, ſome feel more, others leſs, 
but all experience ſome pangs and travel, 
*<.cer Chriſt is formed in them: another of 
them gives the following account from one 
of his correſpondents; as my mother bore me 
«with great pain, ſo did I feel great pain 
in being born of God.” And both agree; 
« that ſome of their hearers are conſtrained 
to roar aloud; while the fword of the Spirit 
is dividing aſunder their foul and ſpirit, and 
joints and marrow; that many tremble ex- 

* 2 Ei ceedingly, 

* Whitefields journal 3. p. 8 2. e 

. e eee om Aug. 12.1737 8, &c. 


ER? GO AF 
E from Aug. 12. 1738. to Nov. 1. 
1739. P. 62. and from Sept. 3. 1741. to Oct. 27. 1743. 

- ©, Whitefields journal 6. p. 38. 

Mr. Weſley ſometimes denies, that the methodiſts 
ever conſider theſe fita as ſigns of the new birth. To this 
queſtion 3-5 What are the ſigns,” that the new birth 
© 55-wrought ?\ He anſwers, we never ſaid or thought, 
< that they were either frightful tremors of body, or 
« agonics of mind, attended with bodi — 
Although we know many perſons, who, before this 
“change was wrought, felt much fear and ſorrow of 
heart, which in ſome of theſe had ſuch an effect on 
I the body, as to make all their bones to hake.“ See 
his letter to Mr. Downes, pag. 13. In ſome of his 
| : | . writings 
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* ceedingly, and drop down as dead; that 
te there are ſhriekings in every corner of their 
* congregations ; that ſome. are ſtruck down 
* and become exceeding weak in body, ſo, as 
& to: be ſcarce able to move, whilſt God. is 
* working | papa in their ſouls.” Are 


theſe then the fruits of the Spirit? Are theſe 
the marks, by which we may be aſſured, that 
their diſciples, when they are thus affected, 
diſcern its divine workings by an inward 
feeling? No one ean poſſibly believe this; 
when even they, after all their own experiences, 
are ſo far from believing it themſelves, that 
they ſometimes attribute theſe ſhriekings, 
faintings, and fallings to the workings of 
Satan. For one of them * © having ob erved 
** five perſons in agonies ſo ſtrong, as if IE 
| : cc 
writings he calls theſe fallings and roarings and other 
diſorders by the name of convidions. * Monday 
« [July] 23. On ſeveral evenings this week, and par- 
e ticularly on Friday, many were deeply convinced; 
e but none were delivered from that painful convic- 
t tion; the children came to the birth, but there was 
&* not ſtrength to bring forth.” What theſe convictions 
were, is explained in what follows. Monday 30. 
« Two more in ſtrong pain, both their ſouls and bo- 
„ dies being well-nigh torn aſunder. But though we 
<« cried unto God, there was no anſwer; neither did 
6 he as yet deliver them at all.“ See his journal from 
Aug. 12. 1738. to Nov. 1. 1739. pag. 68. Whether 
Mr. Weſley, or any of the rake of the methodiſts, 
have ever ſaid, that what he here calls convictions are 
ſigns, that the new birth ig wrought; I know not; 
but he certainly ſpeaks of them as outward ſigns, 
that the new birth i⸗ 


working by the power of God in 
5 | thoſe, 


138) 
* ed by fits, declares, that in his opinion ſome 
* ſuch agonies are from the devil: and the 
other, © after enquiring particularly into the 
* caſe of thoſe, who during his 2 
* cryed aloud, were ſeized with violent pain, 
* loſt all their ſtrength, and dropped to the 
e ground; ſays, that he can no more mM — 
0 e theſe 


thoſe, who have them: however it may ſometimes 


happen that, as we have juſt now found him expreſ- 

ſing himſelf, the children come to the birth, but there 
is not ſtrength to bring forth. Speaking of thoſe, who 
ſuffered bodily diſorders in his congregation, he ſays; 
I had an opportunity to talk with Mr. Whitefield 
* of thoſe outward ſigns, which had ſo often accom- 
e panied the inward work of God.“ See the fame 
PREG 65. One of his diſciples in a letter, which 

e has publiſhed with marks of approbation, writes 
thus; I found the work of the ſpirit very powerful 
*«. upon me, although you know God does not deal 
with every foul in the ſame way. As my mother 
«6-bore me with pain, ſo did I feel great pain in my 
« ſoul in being born of God. Indeed I thought the 
tt pains of death were upon me, and that my ſoul 
« was then taking leave of my body. In this violent 


6 agony I continued about four hours, and then I be- 


& pan to feel the Spirit of God bearing witneſs with 
4 my ſpirit, that I was born of God. See the ſame 
journal pag. 18. While I was declaring, that Jeſus 


«« Chriſt had given himſelf a ranſom for all; three per- 


„ ſons, almoſt at once, funk down as dead, having 
« all their ſins ſet in array againſt them: but in a ſhort 
e time they were raiſed up, and knew, that the lamb 
cc of God, who taketh away the ſin of the world, had 
4 taken away their fins.” Ibid, pag. 46. In the fame 
journal the reader will find many inſtances, in which 
he expreſſes himſelf in the fame. manner. 4 if 

3 | ere 
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« theſe ſymptoms to any natural cauſe, than 
« to the Spirit of God; * and makes no doubt, 
ce but it was Satan tearing them, as they were 
ce coming to Chriſt,” What experienced phy- 
ſicians of the ſoul theſe muſt be, who are ſo 
unable to diſtinguiſh the influence of the Holy 
Ghoſt from the tearing of Satan, as to aſcribe. 
the ſame ſymptoms in their patients ſome- 
times to one and ſometimes to the other! 

Y What 


there can ſtill be any doubt, whether he conſiders 
theſe fits as outward ſigns, that the new birth is 
working by the power. of God in thoſe, who have 
them ; the following account, which he writes to one. 
of his correſpondents, will make the matter clear. I 
« have ſeen very many perſons changed in a moment 
« from the ſpirit of fear, horror, deſpair to the Spirit 
« of love, joy, peace; and from ſinful deſire, till then 
« reigning over them, to a pure deſire of doing the 
« will of God. — That ſuch a change was then 
« wrought, appears (not from their ſhedding tears 
« only, or falling into fits, or crying out; theſe are 
e not the fruits whereby I judge, but) from the whole 
tenor of their lives.” But though he thus denies 
theſe tears and fits and ſhrieks to be the fruits by 
which he judges, that this inward change is wrought ; 
yet he goes on to ſhew that he looks upon them as 
outward ſigns, that it is working, © Perhaps, ſays he, 
« it might be becauſe of the hardneſs of our hearts, 
<« unready to receive any thing unleſs we ſee it with 
our eyes, and hear it with our ears, that God in 
tender condeſcenſion to our weakneſs, ſuffered ſo 
many outward ſigns at the very time, when he 
e wrought this inward change, to be continually ſeen 
and heard among us.” Ibid. pag. 49, 50. : 

_ * Weſleys journal from Sept. 3. 1741. to Oct. 27. 
1743. p. 91. 


E 
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What clear and diſtin& perceptions their pa- 


tients muſt have, who cannot inform them, 
whether their minds are ſurrourided with light 
or with darkneſs, whether what they feel is 
the work of God, or the work of the devil ! 
But let us turn once more to the ſcriptures; 
and let them ſhew from thence, that all, or 
that moſt, or that any of thoſe, who in the 
times of the apoſtles were born of the Spirit, 
and received the faith of Chriſt, were thrown 
into theſe or the like agonies by the inward 
feeling of a divine influence. Here perhaps 
we ſhall be told of Paul, who at his conver- 
ſion ? © fell to the earth, and cryed out with 
« trembling and aſtoniſhment, Lord, what 
* wilt thou have me to do!” and of the 
jaylor, who * fell down trembling at the feet 
ce of Paul and Silas, ſaying, Sirs, what muſt I 


* do to be ſaved!” But to what purpoſe are 


theſe examples produced ? Pauls aſtoniſhment, 
which made him fall to the earth, was occa- 
.. fioned not by any clear and diſtinct percep- 
tion of the operation of the Spirit within him, 
but by an external light from heaven: nor 
Was it any ſecret whiſper, which made him 
cry out, but the voice of Chriſt ſpeaking to 
his outward ears, and ſaying, Saul, Saul, why 
perſecuteſt thou me? And as far as appears 
from the facred hiſtory, the jaylors emotions 
were owing to what came under the notice 
of his bodily ſenfes, and not to any inward 
Me je 10 feel- 
Acts ix. 3, &c. Hartleys ſermons, p. 153, 154. 
1 Acts xvi. 25, &c. Weſleys journal from Aug. 12. 
1738. to Nov. 1. 1739. p. 63. Hartley as above. 
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feeling of a divine influence. He was awaken- 
ed from ſleep by © an earthquake: and when 
* he found the priſon- doors open, he drew his 
e ſword, and would have killed himſelf, ſup- 
<« poſing, that the priſoners were fled. But 
* when Paul had called to him, ſaying, do 
te thyſelf no harm, for we are all here; he 
. e for what reaſon the magiſtrates 
had committed him and his companion to 
priſon; and rightly concluding, that the earth- 
quake and the opening of the doors were the 
work of God, who gave this teſtimony to the 
truth of the religion, which they taught, he 
was ſtruck by this miracle with a reverential 
fear, and begged of them to inſtruct him in 
the way of ſalvation, 

It is as little to the purpoſe to alledge, * that 
thoſe three thouſand perſons, who were added 
to the church by St. Peters ſermon on the day 
of pentecoſt, were pricked in the heart, 
hen they heard it, and cryed out; Men 
cc and brethren, what ſhall we do!” The mi- 
raculous gift of languages, which the apo- 
ſtles received on that day, and of which they 
had given manifeſt proofs in the preſence of 
theſe perſons, was certainly of great weight 
in bringing about their converſion : and the 
promiſes of the goſpel will ſhew us, that nei- 
ther they, nor any one elle, ever entered upon 
the chrillian life, without the inward aſſiſtance 


of divine grace. Whether they were, or were 
not, thus aſſiſted, is not the queſtion at 2. 

Ne Me | | _ lent; 
Acts ii. 41. Weſleys journal, and Hartley as 
abov e. : 
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ſent; but whether it was an inward feeling 
and diſcernment of the Holy Ghoſt working 
their converſion, which made them ſo cry out. 
I readily allow the truth of what the ſacred 
hiſtorian has written, that they were pricked, 
that is, had a quick and lively ſenſe of ſor- 
row, in their heart. But he has neither writ- 
ten nor intimated, that they perceived this to 
be the work of the Holy Ghoſt by any inward 
feeling. For can no one be pricked in the 
heart, without having a clear and diftinct per- 
ception, that this 1s done by the ſword of the 
Spirit? Do not we read, that the jews, upon 
hearing what Stephen had ſaid before the 
council, were not only pricked, but even cut 
to the heart; and that they had hkewiſe ſome 
of the outward ſymptoms of theſe ſuppoſed 
pangs of the new birth; for they cryed with 
loud voices, and gnaſbed with their teeth? I ſee 
a wide difference indeed between theſe two 
caſes: they, who ſtoned Stephen, were exci- 
ted to commit a great wickedneſs; they, who 
were converted by Peter, were excited to re- 
pent of their ſins, and to embrace the goſpel. 
But this is a difference, which the men, with 
whom we are now contending, can make no 
uſe of: unleſs they will own, that the influ- 
ence of Gods holy Spirit, and the ſuggeſtions 
of a wicked heart, are not to be diſtinguiſhed 
from one another by inward feelings, but by 
comparing them with the law of nature, and 
the written word of God; and that the work 
of the ſpirit does not conſiſt in groanings and 
Acts vii. 54. 
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ſhriekings, in gnaſhings and foamings, in 
loſing all ſtrength of body, and all the rea- 
ſoning powers of the mind, but in repent- 
ance from dead works and belief of the 
goſpel. | 7 25 

It would be unreaſonable, if any one ſhould 


require me after all either to . the 


true cauſes of thoſe emotions, whi are ſaid 
to be frequent in the congregations of theſe 
new teachers, or elſe to allow, that they are 


_ raiſed by an inward feeling of the work of 
God in the ſoul: for it is very poſſible, that 


we may know certainly, what 1s not the cauſe 
of them, though we are not able to find out, 
what is. We know however, that notwith- 
ſtanding they are ready with a preſumption, 
which may well be called blaſphemous, to ad- 
miniſter unhallowed comfort to ſuch of their 
votaries, as have wholly given themſelves up 
into their power ; yet they ſeldom fail in their 
preachings to decree inevitable damnation, 
and to thunder out the moſt dreadful curſes 
againſt thoſe, whom they are pleaſed to call 
the unconvicted or unregenerate part of their 
hearers. It is no wonder therefore if perſons, 
who have either a weak underſtanding, or a 


weak habit of body, ſhould ſometimes be fo 


terrified by them as to fall into fits, or even 
to be quite deprived of their ſenſes : for theſe 
are no unuſual effects, where men are affright- 


ed beyond what they are able to bear. 


Perhaps, if the reaſonable and chriſtian tem- 
per of our laws, had not reſtrained the civil 
magiſtrate from interpoſing his 2 ; 

theſe 
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theſe diſorders might in many inſtances have 
been found to be impious frauds. We may 
be ſure, that all of them are not brought on 
by the inward workings of Gods Holy Spirit; 
ſince phyſicians have ſometimes been able to 
remove them by the help of medicines. 

Do I think then, either that all who are 
thus agitated, are cheats and impoſtors, or 
that they would all loſe the inward feelings, 
which they fancy themſelves to have, if they 
were put under the wholſome diſcipline of 
medicine? By no means. There are without 
doubt ſome ſorts of madneſs, which, as no 
ſeverity of the magiſtrate could quell, ſo no 
fkill of the phyſician can cure. | 


CHARGE 
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CHARGE III. 


An examination of the doctrine of the 
methodifts concerning aſſurances. 


REVEREND BRETHREN; 


1 my diſcourſe to you, when we laſt met 
together here*, I examined the doctrine 
of the methodiſts concerning inward feelings 
in general: and I intend now to lay before 
you ſome obſervations on thoſe in particular, 
which they call aſſurances. But there is ſo 
much contradiction and evaſion in what they 
have written upon this ſubject, that it is 
ſcarce poſſible to collect from thence any con- 
ſiſtent opinion, which they will abide by. 
Amongſt other things they certainly teach, 
'Þ that © it is a privilege of the followers of 
« Chriſt to be So of their pardon, and of 
| te their 
_ © See charge ii. 
Michael Linners account of this matter was; that 
ce the leading of the Spirit is different in different 
„ ſouls. - His more uſual method is to give in one 
tc and the ſame moment the forgiveneſs of fins, and 
a full aſſurance of forgiveneſs. Yet in many he 
acts otherwiſe, giving firſt the remiſſion of fins, 
and after ſome weeks, or months, or years the full 
« aſſurance of it.” Weſleys journal from Feb. 1. 


We? 
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te their eternal ſalvation by the witneſs of the 
« Holy Spirit; that his more uſual method is, 
eto give remiſſion of ſins, and a full aſſu- 
trance of it in one and the ſame moment; 
e but that he frequently acts otherwiſe, for 
« many do not receive this aſſurance, till 
„ 2, ce ſome 
1737 — 8, &c. 2d edit. p. 59, 60. — Principles of a 
methodiſt, p. 17. | 
Mr. Weſleys „general belief is, that every chriſtian 
ce believer has a divine conviction of his reconciliation 
« with God; though he is inclined to think, that 
<« there may be ſome exceptions.” Orig. letters be- 
tween Mr. Weſley and Mr. Tompſon, p. 51. — 37. 
Whilſt Mr. Weſley „was declaring; the free grace 
<« of God; one, who had long continued in ſin from 


Z 


<« A deſpair. of finding mercy, received @ full, clear 


& ſenſe of his pardoning love, and power to ſin no more.” 
See his 2 from Aug. 12. 1738. &c. p. 422 

In Mr. Whitefields opinion, © it is a dreadful 
t miſtake to deny the doctrine of aſſurances; — joy 


<« in the Holy Ghoſt, which is the conſequence of 


<« aſſurance, is a neceſſary part of the kingdom of hea- 
<« ven within us; — though all are not to be con- 
% demned, who have not an immediate aſſurance, yet 
« all ought to labour after it; one great reaſon, why 


 « ſo many go, mourning all their life long is owing to 
« their ignorance of their chriſtian privileges; they 


have not aſſurance, becauſe they aſk it not; they aſk 


« jr not, becauſe they are taught, that it does not be- 


& Jong to chriſtians of theſe laſt days; whereas he 
* knows numbers, whoſe ſalvation is written upon 


ce their hearts as it were with a ſun- beam. He con- 


cludes with praying to Chriſt, © that he would en- 
ce lighten all chriſtians to ſee their privileges, and would 
never let them ceaſe wreſtling with him; till he 
c bleſſes them, by aſſuring them of their eternal ſalva- 


tion.“ Whitefields journal 5th, p.68, 69. 
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* ſome weeks, or months, or years after their 
te fins are forgiven, and many, for want of 
<* being informed, that it is one of their pri- 
e yileges, do not aſk for it, and fo go mourn- 
«ing all their life long for want of it.“ | 

The evidence of their own inward feelings, 
which they ſometimes alledge, under the 
name of © experiences, in ſupport of this doc- 
trine, if it was in all other reſpects unexcep- 
tionadle, could only ſhew, in what manner 

God has dealt with them, and not in what 
See Weſleys E r Feet: 27 2 
: — 74, riginal etters &c. p. I9.— Mr. We 
Foo, d 985 24th of May, 17385 about a 2 
before nine o'clock in the evening, felt his heart 
« ſtrangely warmed, felt he did truſt in Chriſt, Chriſt 
4 Alone for ſalvation; and aſſurance was given him, 
that Chriſt had takeh away bis ſins, even þis.” But 


notwithſtanding this experience he < doubted the next 


« day, whether he believed or not.” Journal from 
Feb, 1. 1737—8, &c. p. 29, 30, 31.— Mr. Whitefield 
too, beſides the experience of thoſe, © whoſe ſalvation 
is written upon their heart as with a ſun-bean?” men- 
tions his own. But he ſeems either to have had ſome 
fecret diſtruſt, whether his affurance came from God, 
or elſe would have his teaders believe, that Gods 
hatred to fin is not ſo great as his own. I under - 
went, ſays he, inexpreſſible agonies of foul for two 
or three days, at the remembrance of my ſins, and 
the bitter conſequences of them. Surely. my ſor- 
rows were /o great, that had not God, in the miaſt 
« of them, comforted-my foul the Toad would have 
e been inſupportable! All the while T was affared 
God had forgiven me, but I could not forgive myſelf, 
« for finning againſt ſo much light and love“ 


(42) _ 
manner he deals with all true behevers. But 
one of them has taught us, that this kind of 
evidence is not to be depended upon, by al- 
Jowing, .that © * ſome amongſt his followers, 
e though they had not this aſſurance, have 
yet preſumptuouſly imagined, that they had 
it.“ What has confeſſedly happened to 
ſome, may happen to more, or even to all; 
they may miſtake their on fancies for divine 
impreſſions, and may aſcribe to the Spirit of 
God what 1s only the effect of their own pre- 
ſumption. Many of them have perhaps as 
ſtrong a perſuaſion, as they profeſs themſelves 
to have, that their preſent pardon and eternal 
ſalvation are witneſſed to them by the Holy 
Ghoſt: nor can ſuch a perſuaſion be in their 
mind without being perceived, or, to uſe their 
own language, without being felt. But it is 


one thing to perceive, that they have this per- 


ſuaſion; it is another thing to perceive, that 
it was produced by the Spirit of God. And 
all their experiences may be only the conceits 
of a preſumptuous heart and an oyer- heated 
imagination; if their mind cannot feel him 
acting upon it, ſo as to diſtinguiſn between 
his manner of working and its own. But I 
have already ſhewn their pretenſions to ſuch 
an inward feeling, as this, to be vam and 
-groundleſs, and will therefore not trouble you 
with a repetition of what you have heard 
from me before, but will paſs on to their other 
arguments. ee GY 

It 
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ly implies a ſtrong conviction of 7 


our fins and an aſſurance of our 


doned, not only may be, but frequently are, 
ſeparated ; ſo 


| (43) 
It appears, they ſay, from the nature of 
* the thing, that aſſurance of preſent pardon 
e js a privilege of all true behevers : for chriſ- 
ce tian faith, or, as they more frequently call 
<« it, juſtifying faith is a divine evidence or 
* conviction, not only that God was in Chriſt 
e reconciling the world unto himſelf, but a 
<« ſure truſt and confidence, that Chriſt loved 
eme and gave himſelf for me: and this direct- 
being 
© reconciled to God.” Before we examine this 
account of chriſtian faith; let us conſider what 
concluſion it will lead us to. If the nature of 
a true faith in Chriſt implies, that each per- 
fon, who has it, is convinced or aſſured by a 


divine evidence, that he is reconciled to God; 


remiſſion of ſins and an aſſurance of remiſ- 


ion muſt always be given in one and the ſame . 


moment: becauſe, whether faith be, as they 
think, the only condition, or, as we think, a 
neceſſary condition, of obtaining forgiveneſs; 
both parties are agreed, that no one, accord- 
ing to the terms of the chriſhan covenant, 
can - obtain forgiveneſs without it. In the. 
mean time they teach, that the pardon of 
ing par- 


at many perſons receive the 
one ſome weeks, or months, or years before 
they receive the other. Such is the incon- 
ſiſtency between their doctrine and the argu- 
: IC tired ment, 
©* Welleys farther appeal &c. P. i. p. 3. Orig. let- 
WU | 
* See above at p. 1. 2. 
F 2 


(144 ) 

ment, by which they endeavour to ſupport it. 
Sometimes- CT hp diſtinguiſh between * 
the firſt ſenſe of forgiveneſs, which has often 
doubts and fears mixed with it, and what 
they call a full aſſurance of faith, which ad- 
mits of neither. But they have precluded 
themſelves from making uſe of this diſtinction. 
They cannot ſay, that the firſt ſenſe of preſent 
pardon is ſufficient to juſtify a man; but that 
the full aſſurance of faith may be given to 
him afterwards: both becauſe they * warn 
s their hearers not to think themſelves juſti- 

_ fied, before they have a clear aſſurance, that 
God has forgiven their fins, bringing with 
eit a calm peace, the. love of God, and 
* dominion over all in; and likewiſe becauſe 


they deſcribe faith in general to be a demon- 
rative evidence, and juſtifying faith in par- 


ticular to be a ſure truſt and. confidence : for a 
_ clear aſſurance of pardon joined with a power 
to ſm no more, which yet is not à full 
aſſurance; a demonſtrative evidence, which 
leaves room for doubts ; and a ſure truſt or 
confidence, which has fears and miſgivings 
mixed with it; are wholly . 


< there is a degree of juſtifying faith, and conſequently 

« a ſtate of juſtification ſhort of, and commonly ante- 

e cedent” to the full affurance of faich,” Weſleys 
Journal from Nov. 1. 1739. &C- p. 19. 


— 
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But their argument, beſides being incon- 
ſiſtent with their doctrine, is falſe in its firſt 
inciple.. Chriſtian faith can neither be a. 
ull affurance nor any aſſurance at all of pre- 
ſent pardon and acceptance with God. * 
ſure truſt and confidence, that Chriſt loved 


me, and gave himſelf for me, is ſuch an ex- 


preſſion, as admits of two different ſenſes. It 
may mean, a ſure truſt. and confidence, that 
through the death of Chriſt I have actually 
received the forgiveneſs of my ſins or it may 


mean a fure'truſt and confidence, that through. 

his death the pardon of my ſins is offered to 
me. We have not a true chriſtian faith; if we 
do not truſt; that Chriſt died for as in the 


latter ſenſe; that * he came into the world to 
ſave ſinners and us amongſt the reſt ; and that 
Gods promiſes of pardon and acceptance 


= Fad his blood will be made good to ws, if 


we obſerve the conditions, which are annexed 
to them, This truſt and confidence may riſe 
ſo. high, as to be properly called * a full 
nne of fanh: nor hall 1 venture to de- 


| ne, 
1 See the fame journal p. 51. 

Faith is weoypdrus ν Of 3 3 the de- 
<« manffrative evidence of things unteen.” - Weſleys 

earneſt appeal to men of reaſon and religion. p. 4. 


5 8 Faith in general is a divine, ſupernatural tzey-x&- 


evidence or. conviction] of things not ſeen,— juſti- 
« Ing fa implies — a ſurs truſt and confidence, that 


« Chriſt died for my ſins,” dec. Weſleys farther * 
peal &c. E 4d * 0 
* 1 Tin. 18 
Epheſi. i. 7 Ai. 38. x. 43. i 86.86 Ms. 
2 Heb. x. 22. 
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G ale any lower degree than this, 
will be ſufficient to ſatisfy one of the con- 
ditions of our juſtification. But an aſſurance 
of this ſort is not the ſame with thoſe, which 
are the ſubject of our preſent en Such 
an aſſurance, as this, comes * earing, 
< and hearing by the word of God; we ac- 
quires it' by the ſtudy of the ſcriptures, and by 
earching into the foundation of thoſe pro- 
miſes, which are contained in them ; 3 and 
whatever aſſiſtance we may receive, in ac- 
quiring it, from the Spirit of God; he does not 
impreſs it upon our minds by an immediate 
revelation: it is an aſſurance, that we may 
obtain forgiveneſs and acceptance through 
Chriſt, if we are not wanting to ourſelves, 
and not that we have obtained them already: 
it is an aſſurance of Gods veracity, and not 
of our own eternal ſalvation. 

When the methodiſts define a jufbfving 
faith to be a ſure truſt and confidence, that 
Chriſt loved me; and gave himſelf for me; 
they” uſe this expreſſion in the other ſenſe, 


and 

2 . x. 17: 
* A divine conviiion'of my being reconciled to 
4 God is directly implied in a divine conviction, 


that Chriſt: loved ne, and ee W . ow me. 


Orig. let. p. 38. i f 
<« Chriſtian faith inter ee 8 or con- 

viction of our acceptance. * See the fame letters 
34. 

oy A divine conviction of ! is direaly apt 

ein the evidence or Swan gn wh of n IE 

Same letters p. 19. ; 


TAY 
and mean, that it is a ſure truſt and con- 
fidence of my having actually obtained for- 
giveneſs through the death of Chriſt: for they 
explain themſelves by ſaying, that * © it di- 
_ * rely implies a divine conviction of pardon, 
© a conviction of my being reconciled to God 
e and accepted by him.” But can a mans 
juſtifying faith be ſuch a faith, as implies a 
conviction or aſſurance of his being juſtified ? 
I know, that ſometimes, when they are preſ- 
| Ted, they » diſclaim this opinion. In the mean 
time they explain juſtification to be a pre- 
« ſent forgiveneſs, pardon of ſins, and:conſe- 
ba quenty acceptance with God: and, as we 
have juſt now ſeen, they teach that an aſ- 
ſurance or conviction of preſent pardon, re- 
conciliation, and acceptance with God is di- 
realy implied in a juſtifying faith ; ſo. that 
upon their own principles 1t is in all refpects 
exactly the ſame. thing, whether they ſay, that 
_ a mans juſtifying faith directly implies a con- 

viction of his being pardoned, reconciled and 
accepted with God, or that a mans juſti- 
fying faith directly implies a conviction 
of his being juſtified. Whether therefore 
they ever uſe theſe preciſe words or 79 

« My belief in general is, that every chriſtian be- 
< lever has a divine conviction of his reconciliation 
to God.” Same letters p. 31: 


. 


Mr. Weſley writes thus to Mr. Tompſon; I 
e agree with you, that juſtifying faith cannot be a 
5 conviction, that I am juſtified.” Same letters p. 20. 
4 „ Juſtification means preſent forgiveneſs pardon 
of ſins, and conſequently acceptance with God.“ 

veal de. TCP on 


Weſleys farther ap 
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they certainly hold this opinion: and we may 
go on to aſk them; whether ſuch a faith as 
this goes before or follows after juſtification ? 
If it follows after juſtification it cannot be a 
juftifying faith : becauſe a juſtifying faith, as 
the words import, is a condition to be per- 
formed on our part in order to our juſtifica- 


tion.” And if it goes before juſtification it can 


neither be a juſtifying faith, nor be produced 
in us by any act of the Holy Ghoſt : becauſe 
a conviction of our being juſtified,” before we 
are juſtified, is a conviction of a falſhood. Ny. 
Perhaps they may anſwer, that a juſtifying 

faith is neither antecedent nor ſubſequent to 
our juſtification; but that in the fame mo- 
ment, in which we have this faith, we are 

pardoned and accepted; and in the fame mo- 
ment, in which we are pardoned and accept- 
ed, we have this faith. It would take up too 
much of your time; if I was to enquire at 


preſent, what are the neceſſary conditions | of | 
our juſtification: I will therefore allow them 


to ſuppoſe, that” a lively faith, or ſuch a faith, 
as is In its own nature fruitful of good works, 
is the only condition. Upon this ſuppoſition 
* ih 2 5 yo VT Wi. . N | 34+ * they 
r « You ſay you believe. Lou do well, the devils 
„ alſd believe and tremble. But has your faith, 
< which you pretend to, influenced your hearts, re- 
< newed your ſouls, and like £rzbams worked b 
& Jaye !— Has it enabled you to overcome the world, 
laughter, your moſt beloved luſts, friends, pleaſures 
and profits for God? If ſo, take the comfort of it; 


for juftly may you ſay; We know afſuredly, chat 0 


— 
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they may eaſily prove, that a lively faith and 
our juſtification in the fight of God muſt al- 
ways go together: becauſe as ſoon as we have 
faith, he can diſcern: at once, whether it is a 
lively faith, or not. But the proper queſtion 
now before us is; not whether our faith and 
our juſtification in the ſight of God; but 
whether our faith and our own aſſurance, 
that we are juſtified in his ſight, always go 
together? As ſoon: as we have faith, we may, 
by reflecting on what paſſes within us, per- 
ceive, that we have it: but, though God can 
immediately diſcern, it will take us up ſome 
time to inform ourſelves, of what ſort our 
faith is. For what if we perceive, that we are 
able to reſtrain our vicious appetites; when 
there are no temptations at hand to excite 
and inflame them? What if we ſind ourſelves 
diſpoſed: to do good to mankind; when we 
have either no objects of our benevolence near 
us, or ſuch only, as we can relieve without any 
great trouble or expence to ourſelves? What if 
we admire the beauty and excellence of virtue; 
when we are retired from action, and con- 
template upon it in our cloſet? A lively faith 

een 10G 10 differs 
« do fear and love God, or rather are loved of him. 
<« But if you are only talking conſenters, and have 
«only a faith of the head, and never felt the power 
te of it in your hearts, however you may bolſter your- 
« ſelves up, and ſay; we have Abrabam tor our father, 
e or Chriſt for our Saviour; unleſs you get a faith 
working by love, you ſhall never ſit with Abraham, 
Haar, Satoh, or Jeſus Chriſt in the kingdom of hea- 
& yen.” Whitefields nine ſermons p. 87. 88. 
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differs from a dead one in nothing, but in 
name; if thoſe paſſions, which it can govern, 
when they make no reſiſtance, overrule its au- 
thority, as ſoon as they are heated and become 
importunate; if it raiſes in us only a ſpecula- 
tive love of piety and virtue, but leaves us in- 
different about the practice of them; if it ap- 

to be vigorous, and promiſes to bring 
Forth much fruit, only in the calm ſeaſon and 
ſunſhine of life, but when it happens to be 
expoſed to ſtorms and tempeſts, ſoon fades 
and withers, without bringing any fruit to per- 
fection. In order therefore to know, whether 
our faith is a lively one, or a dead one; we 
muſt have ſearched our hearts with great care 
and attention, and muſt have made tryal of 
ourſelves in the ſeveral circumſtances and con- 
ditions, through which we are to paſs. It 


would be nothing to the purpoſe to reply 


here, that in the ſame moment, in which we 
have a lively faith, God can impreſs upon our 
minds a clear evidence of its nature: for what- 
ever he can do, if it is his pleaſure; St. Paul 
by commanding the Corinthians to ex- 
« amine themſelves, whether they were in the 
« faith, and to prove their own ſelves,” has 
e us, that ſuch an impreſſion is not con- 
nected with the religion of Chriſt. 4: 


We 305 Theſe 
JJ TS RG CITI 
' © Welleys earneſt appeal, &c. p. a7. 
2 1 8 account ; - that we bave our fins 
„ pardoned, if we do not know they are pardoned, 
cannot bind us either to love or obedience.” _ 
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Theſe new. teachers, in order to prove, 
that a ſenſe of Gods having pardoned our 
ſins is implied in a chriſtian faith, ſometimes 
appeal * to a witneſs in the breaſt of all, 
e who love God: for if we aſk any of theſe ; 
* How they, when they were ſinners, came 


to love God at firſt? — they will own, that 


e they did not love him, till they were ſenſi- 
© ble, that he loved them; and whatever ex- 
<< preſſion they make uſe of to denote his love 
towards them, it will always be found upon 
* examination to imply forgiveneſs. Confi- 


_ © dence in a pardoning God is from hence 


« judged to be eſſential to true faith, and for- 

<« giveneſs of fins to be one of the firſt of 

e thoſe unſeen things, of which faith is the 
e evidence.” The anſwer, which they here 
put into the mouths of converted ſinners, 
when it is rightly underſtood, is agreeable to 
what St. John writes ;* We love God; be- 
* cauſe he firſt loved us. Herein is love; not 
© that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
<« and ſent his ſon to be the propitiation for 
our fins.” But the ſame apoſtle teaches us 
to conſider the ſon of God as the propitiation 
for our ſins in the ſame manner, as he is the 
ropitiation for the ſins of all mankind: for 
aving elſewhere ſaid ;* © If any man 2 we 
1 cc ave 


| ther appeal, &c. p. 31. But does not our knowing, 


that God has promiſed to pardon them through the 
redemption, which is in Chriſt, if we will rely upon 
the truth of this promiſe, and break off our ſins by 
righteouſneſs, oblige us to love and obedience, with- 
out knowing, that we are actually pardoned ? - | 
* x John iv. 19. 10. ; 
| OO.» G 2 
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< have an advocate: with 'the: Father, Jeſus 
< Chriſt the . righteous, and he is the propi- 
<. tiation for our ſins ; he immediately adds; 
And not for ours only, but alſo for the 
e fins of the whole world.“ Chriſt is the pro- 
E for the ſins of the whole world, not 
becauſe all mankind have actually obtained 
remiſſion of ſins through him, but becauſe 
through him remiſſion of ſins is offered to all 
- mankind. And in like manner, the love of 
God towards finners conſiſts, not in their 
actually obtaining pardon, but in his ſending 
his Son to atone for their fins and to put it 
into their power to obtain pardon, if they will. 
How indeed ſhould it be otherwiſe? His pro- 
viding an atonement for them, and making 
them an offer of pardon, is his act; whereas 
their obtaining the benefit of this offer de- 
pends upon theirs: and his love towards them 
muſt neceſſarily conſiſt in what he has done 
for them, and not in what they are to do for 
themſelves. Nor is it an inſtance of greater 
love to pardon their ſins, when they perform 
the conditions, which he has preſeribed to 
them; than it was to make them an offer 
of pardon, provided they would perform 
them. We may therefore allow ; that 
© converted ſinners, before they love God, are 
E ſenſible of his love towards them; that 


e truſt in a pardoning God is eſſential to true 


e faith; and that the forgiveneſs of ſins is the 
* firſt of thoſe inviſible things, of which faith 
Es the evidence; if theſe expreſſions are un- 

glerſtood 


I John ii. 1. 2. 
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derftood in the only ſenſe, which ſcri — 
and reaſon will warrant; if the love of God 
towards them is underſtood to conſiſt in the 
ſending of his Son into the world to put it 
into their power to obtain ſalvation; and not 
in their being actually ſaved; if by truſt in a 
rdoning God is meant truſt in God, who 
his offered them a pardon; and not, who has 
already pardoned them ; and if by faith in the 
forgiveneſs of fins is meant a ſure truſt and 
confidence, that Gods promiſe of forgiveneſs 
will be made good to them, whenever they 
rform the conditions annexed to it ; and not 
at they have performed theſe conditions, 
and are now forgiven. 
But whether conviction of preſent _ 


* don is implied, or not, in a true c 


2 * faith; can there be any abſurdity in ſup- 
ling; that, when God pardons a mourn- 
« ing broken-hearted ſinner, his mercy ne- 
e ceſſarily obliges him to another act, to com- 
« fort this mourner by witneſſing to his ſpi- 
rit, that his fins are pardoned?“ Without 
ſtopping here to —— ; whether * God 
* can with any ety be ſaid to be ne- 
* ceſſarily obli zel by bi by — mercy; we may an- 


fwer this queſtion by aſking another: Can a 
fincere penitent find no divine conſolation, 


without having an immediate revelation from 


the Holy Ghoſt to inform him, that his ſins 
are forgiven ? God has promiſed in the ſerip- 


tures, 
Sie lets beser Me: Weſley and Mr. 
N p. 19. 38. 
See the ſame letters, p. 27. 
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tures, that, if we will repent of our ſins and 


believe in Chriſt, we ſhall be received into his 


favour. As far therefore as we can find by 
an impartial examination and tryal of our- 
ſelves, that we have complied with theſe con- 
ditions, ſo far we have the word of God to 
comfort us. And whoever preſumes to pro- 
miſe ſinners any conſolation, which the Holy 
Ghoſt will adminiſter to them, when they 
maurn for their ſins, whether they break 
them off by righteouſneſs, or not; he is either 
ſhamefully ignorant of the religion of Chriſt, 
or impiouſſy perverts lit. 
St. Paul indeed ſays, that the followers of 
Chriſt * © receive the Spirit of adoption, 
* whereby they cry, Abba, Father; the Spirit 
« itſelf bearing witneſs with their Spirit, that 
* they are the children of God.“ But if we 
underſtand him to mean, that it is one of our 
privileges, as we are Chriſts diſciples, to have an 
aſſurance of preſent pardon and eternal ſalva- 
tion impreſſed upon our minds by the Spirit of 
God, and that this is the witneſs of the Spirit, 
which gives us a right to call God our Father; 
it would in every part of our lives be repug- 
nant to our condition to addreſs ourſelves to 
him in that form of words, which Chriſt has 
commanded us to uſe in our daily devotion: 
before we have received this witneſs of the Spirit, 
b Rom. viii. 15. 16. g 4.878 
„The anabaptiſts of Moravia, who were diſciples 
&© of Huter, and are therefore called by Zeiler Hute- 
e rian brethren,” choſe, in one of theſe particulars at 
| leaſt, to be conliſtent with themſelves, rather _ to 
| 5 N ene 
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it would be preſumptuous. to ſay ; Our Father, 


which art in heaven; and after we have received 


it, we muſt either diſtruſt Gods veracity, or 
muſt have no meaning at all, when we ſay; For- 
give us our treſpaſſes. The doctrine” of the 
apoſtle therefore would by this interpretation 
of it be rendered inconſiſtent with the com- 
mands of his Maſter. Hoc 

The methodiſts, I believe, in their general 
practice make uſe of the Lords prayer, as it 
was delivered by Chriſt. So that ſuch amongſt 


them, as have not yet perſuaded themſelves, 


that they feel the Spirit of adoption witneſſing 
with their ſpirit, that they are children of 
God, cry, Abba, Father: and ſuch as, pretend 
to have been aſſured by it, that their fins are 
already pardoned, continue after this to pray 
to God to forgive them their treſpaſſes. I 
have indeed been told that one of their leaders, 
when he was expounding this petition, For-. 
give us our treſpaſſes, &c. in one of their con- 
gregations, where ſuch, as imagined them- 
ſelves to have been aſſured” of forgiveneſs, 
were placed by themſelves, addreſſed himſelf 
to them in words to this effect; As to you; 
* my brethren; who have received the witneſs 


of the Spirit, by which you are aſſured, that 


% your pardon is ſealed in heaven; it is not 


e only unneceſſary, but would be inconſiſtent 


« with 


conform to the law of Chriſt :- . for they omitted this 
60 = of the Lords prayer, Forgive us our treſpaſſes, 
« Sc. becauſe being regenerated, they eſteemed 
e themſelves-to be without fin :? Picarts Ceremonies 
and cuſtoms, &c. V. vi. P. i. p. 173. 


4 
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with the happy ſtate, at which you are ar- 
de rived, to pray to God for this bleſſing.” But 
it is of little importance, whether this account 
is true or not: for if they leave out any peti- 
tion of the prayer, which Chriſt commanded 
his diſciples to make uſe of, they oppoſe their 
authority to his; and if they do not, their 
practice is inconſiſtent with their doctrine. 
Having thus proved, that the witneſs of the 
Spirit, by which he teſtifies, with our ſpirit; 
that we are children of God, is not an aſſur- 

ance of preſent pardon and ſalvation im- 
preſſed upon our minds by the influence of 
the Holy Ghoſt, I ſhould have gone on to 
enquire what it is; if. our late excellent 
and learned dioceſan: had not made this un- 
neceſſary by *ſhewing in that maſterly man · 
ner, which was peculiar to himſelf, that it con · 
ſiſts in the evidence of thoſe good affections, 
which the Spirit af God excites or confirms in 
us by ſuch means, as the mind cannot diſcern 
by any inward feelings, of ſuch a power, as his 
imperceptible influence ſupplies us with, to 
reſtrain and ſubdue our 8 ites, and 
of thoſe. good works, which his ſecret affiſts 
ances enable us to perform. It would be very 
difficult to reckon up the ſeveral degrees of 
this evidence, and to diſtinguiſh them exactly 
from one another. They are different ac. 
cording to the different progreſs, which we 
have made in the love and practice of our 
chriſtian duty. As ſoon as we begin to correct 

| our 


294 Sherlocks diſcpurſes, V. i. p. 227, & G. 
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our vicious appetites ; though 'we are then 
only entering upon a chriſtian life, and there- 
fore cannot aſſure ourſelves, that we are ſuch, 
as God requires us to be; yet if we approach 
him with humility and reverence, like chil- 
dren, who hope, that their behaviour 1s ſuch, 
as may in ſome degree be pleaſing to their 
offended parents, but are afraid at the ſame 
time, that it may be otherwiſe ; we may ven- 
ture, in obedience to the commands and 
through the merits of Chriſt, to call him ur 


Father. And as long as we continue in this 


world, we ought to be always ! preſſing for- 
« ward towards the mark for the prize of our 
* high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus,” and 
never to think, that we have arrived at ſuch ' 
a 5 of perfection, as can make it un- 
neceſſary or improper for us to pray to God 
to forgive us bur treſpaſſes : for St. James 
teaches us, that in many things we offend 
* all;” and St. John, that * if we ſay, we 
© have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and the 
<« truth is not in us.” . | 

There is no occaſion to enter very far 
into the enquiry, whether the evidence, of 
which I am now ſpeaking, can ever riſe ſo 
high, as not to leave in our minds the leaſt 
doubt or fear about our being in a ſtate of 
favour with God. For ſuch aſſurances, as 
theſe, if they were to be had, would, like 
ſome others already mentioned, be very dif- 
| 1 ferent 


Philip. li. 14. ( Jam. iii. 2. 6 x Joh. i. 8. 
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ferent from '® thoſe, which the methodiſts 
pretend to. Theſe could be obtained no 
otherwiſe, than by a diligent examination of 
our heart, and a careful and impartial re- 
view of our conduct; whereas theirs are 
ſuppoſed to be impreſſed upon the mind by 
an immediate act of the Holy Spirit: the 
former could be the lot of ſuch only, if there 
be any ſuch, as have arrived at a ſtate of 
_ chriſtian perfection; and the methodiſts 
themſelves, though they contend; that there 
are ſome, who arrive at this ſtate, yet allow 
them to be very few in number; whilſt the 
latter are repreſented as a common privilege of 
all believers, and as being unconnected with the 
queſtion about chriſtian perfection: the former 
would be only aſſurances of our being in fa- 
vour with God at preſent, but not of our ne- 
ceſſary perſeverance in our chriſtian duty, and 
conſequently not of our eternal ſalvation ; 
whereas the latter are ſuppoſed to be attended 
with a power to fin no more, and to be affur- 
ances of eternal ſalvation, as well as of prefent 
pardon and acceptance. | 
St. Pauls affurance, that the Lord the 
e righteous judge would give him a crown of 
» See above, p. 45, 46. — Mr. Weſley having put 
the queſtion, Whether a gradual improvement in 
« grace and els is not a good ſoundaiion of an 
<& aſſurance of a goſpel new birth,” gives the following 
anſwer. < If by grace and neſs be meant the know- 
« ledge and love of God through Chriſt ; our'daily 


« growing in them is a good proof, that we are _ 
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ce glory in the day of retribution,” was de- 
rived, as he plainly intimates, from finding, 
upon a review of his conduct, that he © had 
<*.fought a good fight, had finiſhed his courſe, 
* and had kept the faith.“ And if they, who 
ſometimes inſiſt upon this example, were to 


be aſked, why his confidence muſt be allowed 


to include in it the higheſt degree of cer- 
tainty ? I know of no anſwer, which they 
could giye, except, that he was an inſpired 
apoſtle : and in this anſwer we may ſee ſuch 
a difference between him and common chriſ- 


tians, as will not ſuffer us to conclude, that 
our confidence muſt neceſſarily rife to the fame 


degree of certainty with his. Nor let any one 


imagine, that a confidence, which is derived 


from trying and examining ourſelves, 1s not 
ſuch an aſſurance, as a chriſtian ought to 


have; becauſe it will always be mixed with 
_ ſome doubts and fears ariſing, if not from a 


ſenſe, that our obedience has been imperfect, 
yet at leaſt from an apprehenſion, that it may 
* have 


of the Spirit. But this does by no means ſuperſede the 
previous witneſs of Gods Spirit with ours, that we 


are the children of God. And this is properly the 


« foundation of the aſſurance of faith.” Farther ap- 
peal, &c. P. i. p. 24. 

i Mr. Weſley thinks them to be ſo few, that no two 
of them ever did or ever will meet together in mar- 


riage. As to chriſtian perfection, I believe, ſays he, 
„ that two, who were made perfect in love, never 


did, or will, marry together.” Orig. letters, &c. 
P. 20. 
\ £2 Tim. iv. 7.8. 
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have been imperfect in ſome inſtances, which 
have eſcaped our notice. For we are com- 
manded by the ſame apoſtle ! to work out 
our ſalvation with fear and trembling :” 
and that we might not expect any infallible 
evidence of our having finiſned this work, 
before we leave the world; St. Peter com- 
mands us, as we are worſhippers of the 
Father, who without reſpect of perſons 
e judgeth according to every mans work, to 
5 3 the time of our ſojourning here in 


Philip. ii. 2 1. „ Pet. i. 7 
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CHARGE IV. 


An enquiry, whether the article of the re- 
ſurrection of the body, or fleſh, was not 

inſerted into the public creeds before 

. the middle of the fourth century; and 
whether the language of it is not agree- 
able to the language of the ſcriptures : 
in anſwer to a poſthumous pamphlet of 
the late Dr. Sykes. 


REVEREND BRETHREN; 
A TER the miniſters of the goſpel 


have for ſome time been lamenting the 
great encreaſe of infidelity in theſe kingdoms, 
and have been endeavouring to find out the 
cauſe of this evil, that they may know the 
better how to apply a proper remedy ; they 
are at length dire ed by a late writer to look 
for the true cauſe of it amongſt themſelves *. 
He obſerves, that we have quite changed jm 

| truths 


* Dr. Sykes's Enquiry, when the reſurreion of the 
Jody or fleſh was firſt inſerted into the public creeds, p.50, 
51, 52, and the two laſt pages of the preface. 

The doctors title does not include the whole con- 
tents of his pamphlet : for he endeavours to _ 


5 
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truths of chriſtianity by our interpretations 
of them; that what we profeſs under the no- 
tion of a chriſtian faith has, in more inſtances 
than one, been rendered inconſiſtent with 
common ſenſe by . departing from the lan- 
age of the ſcriptur es; and then .concludes, 
that men will naturally reject the truths of the 
zoſpel, when they ſee things taught, as the 
3 doctrines of it, which they can- 
not comprehend or underſtand. He thinks 
himſelf warranted to make ſuch reflections, 
as theſe, by what appeared to him to be the 
reſult” of an enquiry concerning the time, 
when the article of a neſurrection of the fleſh or 
of the body was firſt inſerted into the public or 
baptiſmal creeds. The ſcriptures frequently 
mention a reſurrection in general, and a re- 
ſurrection of the dead: but he cannot find, 
either that they-fay any thing about a reſur- 
rection of tbe Body, or that this article ever made 
„ e nee Akt 
both that this article was not in the public creeds before 
the middle of the fourth century; and likewiſe, that 
the language of it is nat agreeable to the language of 
the feriptures,”. r 8 
Dr. Sykes takes no notice of this creed, till he 
comes to ſum up his evidence at the concluſion of his 
enquiry: and then, at p. 49, he calls it Orils creed, 
But any one, who looks into Cyrils lectures, may fee, 
that the creed, which he explains in them, was the 
baptiſmal creed of the church of Jeruſalem. And he 
nly ſhews, that the article in queſtion was contain- 

ed in it, when he fays; Let the confeſſion of faith, 
© [T1 wis tus r,, Which we have again deli- 
*« yered to you, be carefully remembered by you as 
: Fn « we 
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. of a public creed, before the middle of the 

ourth century. | e | 
This queſtion, though the examination of it 
will afford very little entertainment, is of im- 
portance enough to beſpeak our attention. I 
all therefore enquire; whether this writer is 
not miſtaken in both parts of it? that is, 
whether this article had not a place m the 
public creeds much earlier than the time, which 
he has fixed; and whether the language of it 
is not juſtified by the manner, in which the 
ſcriptures ſpeak of the reſurrection ? 
The reſurrection of the fleſh was a diſtinct 
article in the creed expounded by Cyril to 
the candidates for baptiſm at Jeruſalem in his 
catechetical lectures. The year 347 is the 
moſt probable date of theſe lectures; and the 
whole turn of them, as well as the occaſion of 
reading them, ſhews, that the creed, which is 
expounded in them, was the baptiſmal creed 
of the church of Jeruſalem. But what was 
: then. 
« we read it. In this confeſſion of faith is contained 
„ what follows; — in one baptiſm of repentance fot 
e the remiſſion of fins, and in one ¶ holy] catholic churth, 
„ [5 tis Capxes avararw] and in the reſurrefiion of 
« the fleſh; and in the . everlaſting ; — and we 
< have already ſpoken of baptiſm and repentance in 
«our former lectures.“ Cyrill. Hieroſol. op. Oxon. 
170g. 2 269. Bulli judicium eccleſiæ catholic, &c. 

48, &c. | 

+ Kaay one is in doubt, whether the @ul-Coptvor, to 
whom theſe lectures are addreſſed, were the candidates 
for baptiſm, or not; he may conſult this edition of 


Cyril p. 1. not. 3. or Binghams antiquities, &. B. x. 
c. ii. §. \ : 


rection of tbe fleſh; and | 
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then the ſtanding creed of this church had 
probably been introduced long before. Cer- 
tainly the date of it is more early than the 
year 325, when the council of Nice met: be- 
cauſe though it plainly aſſerts the divinity of 
the Son of God, yet it does not uſe the word 
dun, Which is well known to be the diſtin- 
guiſhing mark of ſuch creeds, as were copyed 
from the decree of that council, TIE: 
Marcellus biſhop of Ancyra, having been 
deprived of his office by a ſynod holden at 
780 c Con- 


Kal [eis] b xd, TN X pg Tov you Ty Oct prove- 
d, Tov tx Tv WaTeos YewnIivla wee Wal To aww, 
Otov d Anu, $i J Ta wanls io“ x. T1. A. And in 
« one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the only begotten Son of 
God, |. begotten. of the Father before all worlds, 
cc very God, by whom all things were made, &c.” 
Cyr. p. 111, 135, 141. - Bulli judicium, &c. p. 48. 
Hiſtor. literar. per Cave, Colon. 1720. p. 133. 

* Riſtor. literar. per Cave, p. 126, 127. Athana- 
ſti op. Paris. 1698. V. i. p.150. — Marcellus's creed 
was; © I believe in God Almighty ; and in Chriſt 
<« Jeſus, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the 
« Holy Ghoſt and the Virgin Mary, who was cruci- 
« fied-under Pontius Pilate, and was buried, and the 
« third day roſe again from. the dead, aſcended into 
& heaven, and ſitteth at the right hand of the Father, 
« whence he cometh to judge the quick and the 
« dead; and in the Holy Ghoſt; the holy church; 
“ the remiſſion of ſins; [azgxe5 craracw] the reſur- 

is everlaſting.” Epiphan. 
Paris. 1622: V. i. p. 836. WITT | 

About the year 422, the Roman or weſtern creed, 
as we learn from Maximus Taurinenſis, was; Credo 
in Deum Patrem omnipotentem; et in Jeſum Chriſ- 

: a 4 J e tum 


( 65) 
Conſtantinople, went a few years afterwards 
to Rome ; and after ſtaying there fifteen 
months he delivered his creed to Julius the 
biſhop of this city, who approved of it, and 


received him into communion, about the year 


341. One article in this creed is a reſurrection 
of the fleſh: and though to a ſlight obſerver 
it may appear to have been the creed only of 
a private perſon ; yet if we conſider, that Mar- 
cellus ſeems to have been a man of ſome arti- 
fice ; that he had been long enough at Rome 
| . to 


« tum filium ejus unicum, dominum noſtrum, qui 
0 natus ett de Spiritu Sancto ex Maria virgine, qui ſub 
FPontio Pilato crucifixus eſt et ſepultus, tertio die 
& reſurrexit a mortuis, aſcendit in cœlum, ſedet ad 
„ dexteram Patris, inde venturus judicare- vivos et 
< mortuos; et in Spiritum Sanctum, ſanctam eccle- 
« ſiam, remiſſionem peccatorum, carnis reſurrectio- 
„ num.” Maxim. Taurinen: inter ſeptem præſules 
chriftianos, edit. Lugduni 1633. Homil. de diverſis. 
P- 239, 240. ESTER, 7: 
This creed is tranſcribed ſix times in the homilies of 
Petrus Chryſologus, who was made biſhop of Ravenna 
in the year 433. See his homilies from 57 to 62 in- 
cluſive. The copy, in hom. 61, agrees with this, 

which I have tranſcribed from Maximus Taurinenſis. 
But the other five copies add — vitam æternam after 
carnts reſurreftionem. | ed 
The reſemblance between Marcellus's creed and 
this, when it is joined to the other circumſtances men- 
tioned above, leaves no room to doubt, that, when he. 
declared his faith to Julius, he made this declaration 
in the words of the public ereed of the church of, 
Rome. And indeed Uſher and Bingham call it the 
Roman creed without any ene : except only _ 
| the 
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to be well informed what creed was in uſe 
there; that his creed is almoſt word for word 
the ſame with what was certainly the Roman 
or weſtern creed, ſo early as the year 422, and 
probably much earlier; and that in conſe- 
uence of his making this profeſſion of his 
aith Julius received him into communion ; 
we may ſee reaſon enough for believing, that 
the ſubſtance and even. the form of 1t were 
copied from the public creeds of the weſtern 
chen. LG e 
© The creed, which Arius and Euzoius de- 
livered to Conſtantine about the year 327, is 
ſaid by our author to have been the firſt, 
wherein we meet with à reſurrection of the fleſh 
- Inſerted as a diſtin& article. How truly this 
is ſaid will 1. yk preſently... In the mean 
time we may obſerve, that this creed is gene- 
rally believed by the beſt writers on the ſub- 
1 3 
the former ſays; “verbo Halięa tantum in initio, 
L librariorum, ut videtur, incuria, omiſſo; et vitæ 
c zterne articulo in fine ſuperaddito. Quem et in 
+ « occidentis quibuſdam partibus receptum fuiſſe, et ex 
Petro Ravennate, et ex auctore libri de ſymbolo ad 
“ catechumenos, tom. ix. op. Auguſtini, obſervo.“ 


-  Uſſer. de Symbolis, p. 7. Binghams antiq. B. x. c. iv. 


FS. xii, I know of no entire copy of the Roman or 
weſtern creed of an earlier date: but there is not the 
leaſt reaſon to imagine, that this was not the public 
creed of the church of Rome, before Marcellus made 
uſe of it. Indeed though I have not met with an entire 
copy, which is more antient than his time; yet we 
fall fee preſently, that the church of Rome in Ter- 

dullians time, above 140 years before Marcellus was 


3 


c 


band in the life of the world to come, and in the 
- 4 kingdom of heaven, and in one catholic church 
<5 from one end of the earth to the other.” Socrat. 

hiſt. ecclef. L. i. c. 23, 26. Uſer. de Symbolis, p. 1 
Din ms antiq. B. x. c. iv. F. vii. 
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ject to have been the publie creed of the 
church of Alexandria. Or ſuppoſe it to have 


been, as he repreſents it, a private creed drawn 


vp by themſelves, there is no appearance of 
probability, that, when they were endeavour- 
ing to convince the emperor of the ſoundneſy 
of their faith, they would inſert- an article 
into their creed, which had never appeared 1 in 
any public reed before. 

: Our enquirer obſerves, that, as this article 
was then a new one, ſo it was hofreceived into 


other creeds, which are of a later date: for 


though in a creed of the council of Sardica; 


* as it 19 preſerved among the fragments of 
Hilary; after the article relating to the Holy 
« Ghoſt, there aro theſe four; We believe in 
® the — church, in the firgivendſ of fins, in 


X #he reſurrectian of ' the fleſh; and in everlaſting 


cc life 3 
"ON profeſſed to believe in God the creator of the 


« unjverſe, in Jeſs Chriſt the Son of God the creator, 
is that he was born of a virgin, and that there ſhall 


. * Enquiry, &c: p. 26— 28. 44· The latter part of 
this creed is— And in the Holy. Ghoft, [5 tit rage 
<«< zvararw,] and in the reſurrection - of ihe 


t be a reſurrefian of. the fleſh.” 


uiry, &c. p. 35. © Credimus- et in ſandam 
8. — iam, in remiſſionem peccatorum, in carnis re- 
<« ſurrectionem, in vitam æternam.“ In the Bene - 
diftine edition of Hilarys works, Paris 1693, this 
Paſſage is at p. 1322, 1323. 
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cc. hfe z yet he takes notice of another form 


e of this creed preſerved by Hilary, in which 


© lieve in the holy church, the 
* and in life everlaſting; without ſaying any 


e the Sardican , biſhops if add; We be- 


EEE 


omitted in this ſecond form. Here then I 


would aſk how theſe articles, which are not ta 


be found in one form of this creed, came to be 


inſerted into the other? He replies, that they 


< are an interpolation taken from the weſtern 
* creeds.” Certainly. if they are an interpola- 
tion, they might as well be taken from the 
eaſtern, as from the weſtern, creeds 1 for the 
Sardiean council met in the year 347; and 

tg : eſe, 


£ Hilar. Pictav. opera per Benedittinos. Paris. 1693. 
825 1173. 1174. — Here the laſt articles of the 
rdican creed in this edition of Hilary are; — Cre-„ 


* dimus et in Spiritum Sanctum, hoc eſt paracletum, 
* quem [ Chriſtus] promittens apoſtolis poſt reditum 
< in cœlos miſit docere eos ac memorate omnia, per 
e quem et ſanctificantur ſincere credentium animi; 


— and then it goes on to the uſual anathemas. The 
editors ſay in a note; — © Epiſtola pſeudo: noqi Sar- 


« dicenſis, fragmento iii; hæc exhibet ECredimus in 
<« ſanctam eccleſiam, in remiſſionem peccatorum, in 
* carnis reſurrectionem, in vitam æternam; quæ 
<« verba, amiflis in carnis reſurrectionem, inde huc re- 
* yocata ſunt, in editione Pariſienſi; cum neque in 


* ahis' editionibus extent neque in MSS neque in 
ee, 


<= <a ma a 2 


ad a AY ACA» — 
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theſe articles; as we learn i from Cyril, were at 
this time in the ſtanding creed of Jeruſalem: 


But why does he ſuppoſe them to be an inter- 


- 


polation? — We may eaſily deny his ſuppoſi- 
tion. And if we do; the truth of it can never 
be proved. Nay, we may go one ſtep farther, 
and may ſuppoſe on the contrary, with equal 
reaſon, that' the words in queſtion, inſtead of 
being interpolated in one of theſe forms, were 
by the negligence of tranſcribers, omitted in 
Deu wi gt oe OUCH 4 
It is very poſſible however to account for 
this difference in the two forms, without hav- 
ing recourſe to either of theſe arbitrary ſup- 

itions. The Sardican council was employed 
in deliberating about the quality and perſon 


of the Son of God: the biſhops therefore, 
who met in this council, having explained 


their opinion about this matter, and having 


mentioned the article of the Holy Ghoſt, as 


the 


uſe of this Paris edition, which is the only copy of 


Hilarys works where the three articles, of the holy 
church and remiſſion of fins and eternal life, are to be 
found without the fourth article of he reſurrefion of 
the fleſh. He takes notice himſelf, that Baronius, and 
Binius, and Labbe cite this creed without adding any 


of theſe four articles after thoſe, which relate to the = 
Holy Ghoſt. _ J 


' k«« As this is the firſt time this article is mentioned 


by any eaſtern council, and is not mentioned by 


* any ſubſequent eaſtern council for many years; it 
« ſeems to be an interpolation from the weſtern creeds 
* in or after the days of Hilary.” — Enquiry, & c. 


Tri 


— 
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the gilt of thoſe, about which all parties were 
agreed, might leave their draught of a creed 
to ha flled i up from ry! og cretds, which 


were then in uſe: and ; when he re- 
eited this creed in one place, might ſtop where 
they did, and might in the other place r it 
up agreeably to their intention. 
But it is urged, that the artick of u re- 
, ſurrection of the foe could not he in the 
K weſtern.creeds in the year 359: becauſe if 
* it had, ſo many biſhops as then met at _ 
he minum from Italy, Gaul; Britain, and 
would certainly have; taken notice of it , 
. <-whereas. — ia ſaid about it in their 
« creed,” Inſtead of applying ta this council, 
28 we e nh, 04 what has been juſt 
. 1 the council of — 
Let us rather try our enquirers argument in 
AE inſtance. In the PT 8 — 
no 


1 * Enquiry, &c. p. 1 47. There OK to have 
denn t the doctors pen, where he ſays, 
oted in note ere 
e fleſh, which we find in gra ae the creed of 
cr a a ſeems 7255 1 Of interpalation 1 
E W&6ILEFR C Q 
doh hen nan AO de his N | 
rpm i te Ju 494 that is, in the 


The lar part of this. creed is —.* « And in the 
12 e gotten Son of God 
Jef Lu proved. tn. 6 e langairy 
what is written; and my Father 
1 lers the Father, 1 he will { 2 
1 orter, the S8 pirir of truth; he ſhall take of 
e me, and ſhall teach = all thin things, ud fring N 

* things into your remembrance.” 


{ 


3%] 


no mention is made about obtaining remiſſon 
, fins and eternal life in the church of Chriſt. 


Shall we therefore conclude, that theſe articles 


were not in any baptiſmal creed of the weſtern 


church before the time of that council? This 
concluſion would certainly be falſe: for we 


learn from Cyprian, who lived a hundred 


years before, that“ the Novatianiſts uſed 
« the words of a catholic creed in baptiſm, 


when they aſked ; Doft thou believe in life 


e everlaſting and remiſſion of fins through the holy 
&© church? though they could not expreſs the 
« ſame faith by them, as the catholic church 
« expreſſed.” Cyprian, who was an African 
biſhop, and at the ſame time well acquainted 
with the ſtate of the weſtern church, would - 
not have called this creed a catholic one, if 


he had not known it to be a received creed in 


this church, as well as in his own. And we 


| axe 
= « Quod fi aliquis illud opponit, ut dicat, eandem 


_ « Novatianum tenere legem, quam catholica eccleſia 


<« teneat; eodem ſymbolo, quo et nos, baptizare; eun- 


C dem noſſe Deum Patrem, eundem Filium Chriſtum, 
L eundem > due eee ac propter hoc uſurpare 


e eum poteſtatem baptizandi poſſe, quod videatur in 
<« interrogatione baptiſmi a nobis non diſcrepare; ſciat 
quiſquis hoc opponendum putat, primum non eſſe 
<« unam nobis et ſchiſmaticis ſymboli legem, neque 
ic eandem interrogationem : nam cum dicunt z—Credis 


remiſſionem peccatorum et vitam æternam per ſanc- 


* tam eccleſiam; — mentiuntur in interrogatione; 
quando non habeant eccleſiam. Tunc deinde voce 
« ſua ipſi confitentur remiſſionem peccatorum non 
« dari, niſi per ſanctam eccleſiam, poſſe, quam non 
i habentes oſtendunt remitti illic peccata non poſſe.” 
Cyprian. Amſtel. 1700. epiſt ad Magnum. p. 296. 


. m 
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are the more ſure, that it was a received creed 
of the weſtern church in particular ; becauſe 
this was the church, in which Novatian had 
been brought up, and in which he claimed 
epiſcopal authority. How then can the ſilence 
of the council of Ariminum, about a reſurrec- 
tion of the body, be any evidence, that there 
was no ſuch article in the weſtern creeds at 
the time of this council ; when the biſhops, 
who met there from Italy, Gaul, Britain, and 
Spain, are equally filent about ſome other ar- 
ticles, which we are ſure were in the weſtern 
creeds a century before? | | 

By removing one difficulty, I have led my- 
ſelf into another : for Cyprian ſays nothing 
about a reſurrection of the fleſb; though he 


takes notice of at leaſt two of the other arti- 


cles, which we find in the creed of Sardica, as 
quoted in Hilarys fragments. But the queſ- 


tion, which was then before him, related to 


the 2 of baptiſm adminiſtered by the 
Novatianiſts: and he argues, that notwith- 


ſtanding they in their baptiſmal interrogato- 


ries made uſe of a catholic creed, yet they 
muſt neceſſarily prevaricate, when they aſked; 
Doft thou believe in life everlaſting and remiſſion 
of fins through the holy church ? becauſe the be- 


nefits 


» Videamus quid didicerit [eccleſia Rome, ] quid 


docuerit, cum Africanis quoque eccleſiis conteſſerarit. 
<< Unum Deum novit, creatorem univerſitatis ; et 


« Chriſtum Jeſum ex virgine Maria, Fillum Dei; et 
* carnis reſurrectionem.“ Tertull. Lutet. Paris. 1675: 
De præſcript. heretic. p. 215. In the tranſlation of 
this paſſage I have followed the reading conteſtatur, 


which 
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nefits of remiſſion of ſins and eternal life 
could not be beſtowed in ſuch baptiſm, as was 
adminiſtered by thoſe, who had ſeparated ' 
themſelves from the church of Chriſt, in which 
church alone theſe benefits were to be ob- 
tained ; as the words of theſe interrogatories | 
declare. The articles therefore, which are 
mentioned by him, were to his purpoſe : but 
a reſurrection of the fleſh, in which both the 
juſt and unjuſt, both thoſe, who continue 
members of the chureh of Chriſt, and thoſe, 
who deſert it, will be raiſed; is an article, 
which he would of courſe omit; as it had no 
connexion with his argument. 
But if we had ſeen no particular reaſon, 
why Cyprian, whilſt he recites ſome other ar- 
ticles, which are wanting in the creed of Ari- 
minum; ſhould omit this; yet his ſilence about 
it would not have been ſufficient to prove, 
that it made ng. part of the Roman and Afri- 
can creeds; when we have the poſitive evi- 
dence of » Tertullian, that it was in both of 
them fifty years before the time of Cyprian, 
that is, as early as the year 192 or thereabouts. 
The church of Rome, ſays he, bears witneſs 
« with the church of Africa, in acknowledging. 
* one God the creator of the univerſe, and 
53 ofa 55 ol ** Jeſus 
which is the leaſt to my purpoſe; and is of the leaſt 
authority, If the genuine word was conteſſerarit, or, 
as others have it, conteſſeratur; Tertullians evidence 
without any comment upon it, will be a plain decla- 
ration, that the zeſſere or ſymbols or creeds of theſe two 
churches concurred in this article of a reſurrection 0 
tbe fleſh. See Binghams antiquities, &c. B. x. c. iii. F. ii. 


K 
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© Teſus Chriſt, the Son of God the creator, 
ce born of a virgin, and the reſurrection f the 
e fleſb. This I call a poſitive evidence of 
Tertullian, becauſe the atteſtation of theſe 
churches could only be collected from the ar- 
ticles, which were contained in the public 
cresds of hon Meh x 

Tertullian indeed in a fſummary of the 
chriſtian faith, which is in his treatiſe againſt 
'Praxeas, makes no mention of the refurrec- 
tion of the fleſ. But we have no reaſon to 
think, that this ſummary is any thing more, 
than an abſtract of ſuch parts of a baptiſmal 
creed, as related to the queſtion between him 
and Praxeas, who denied, that the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt are three diſtinct perſons. 

In the writings of Tertullian there are two 
other forms of profeſſing the chriſtian faith. 

SYCST. 01.0 Ru £999 0761 Tort airocHe: 

- © Enquiry, &c. p. 14, 13. Unicum quidem Deum 
& credimus.—Picimus, ut uniciDei fit et Filius, ſermo 
ipſius, qui ex ipſo procefſerit, per quem omnia facta 
< ſunt, et fine quo factum eſt nihil. Hunc miſſum a Pa- 
« tre in virginem, et ex ea natum, hominem et Deum, 
< filium hominis et filium Dei, et cognominatum ſeſum 
* Chriſtum 3 hunc paſſum, ſiunc mortuum et ſe- 
< pultum ſecundum, ſctipturas et reſuſeitatum a Patre, 
cet in cœlos reſumptum, federe ad dextram Patris, 
* venturum judicare vivos et mortuos; qui exinde 
< miſerit, ſecundum promiſſionem ſuam, a Patre Spi- 
< ritum Sanctum, paracletum, ſanctificatorem fidei 
* eorum, qui credunt in Patrem, et Fillum, et Spi- 
< ritum Sanctum.“ Tertull. adverſus Praxeam. p.30 1. 
He adds; Hanc regulam ab initio evangelii decu- 
s curriſſe, etiam ante priores quoſque hæreticos, ne- 
dum ante Praxeam belderaum, &c.” From hence 

we 
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He calls one of them, which is in his treatiſe 
de wirginibus velandis, the invariable rule of 
faith: and this is well known to be another 
name for a creed. One article in this rule 
of faith is, that 4 Chrift ſhall come to judge 
the quick and the dead, even by the reſur- 
erection of the fleſh.” But our enquirer is of 
opinion, that theſe laſt words are only an 
additional explication of what went before, 
and that they ought therefore to be ſtruck 
FF * He was — —_— that this 
propoſal might: be thought: too arbitrary, and 
might appear too much like taking — 
in queſtion for granted. Inſtead therefore of 
reſting the matter upon this emendation; he 
: objects, that the creed before us could not 
/ * be a-creed of the African church; becauſe 
Villette « it 
ve may be: ſure, that the articles, here recited by Ter- 


i tullian, were in the public creeds before his time, 
5 though not perhaps in the very words, which he makes uſe 
L of But from his reciting in his diſpute with Praxeas only 
* ſuch articles, as related to this diſpute, we cannot con- 
5 clude, that thoſe public creeds contained no others. 

5 : Þ Critical hiſtory of the apoſtles creed, p. 5, 6. Bing- 
2 hams antiquities, &c. B. x. c. li. 8. i. 

55 2 Regula quidem ſidei una omnino eſt, ſola im- 
* << mobilis, er irreformabilis, credendi ſcilicet in uni- 
le cum Deum omnipotentem, mundi conditorem, et 
1. Filium ejus Jeſum Chriſtum, natum ex virgine Ma- 
el ria, crucifixum ſub-Pontio Pilato, tertio die reſuſci- 
1— < tatum a mortuis, receptum in ecelis, ſedentem nunc 
1. ad dexteram Patris, venturum judicare vivos et 
u- mortuos per carnis etiam reſurrectionem.“ Tertull. 
e ate eee at j,ẽH4edII 
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it makes no mention of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
But when Tertullian ſays poſitively, that the 
articles, which he recites, were contained in 
the invariable rule of faith, that is, in the creed; 
can any one think, that his not. reciting all 
the articles, which were uſually contained in 
the public creeds, is an evidence, that he does 
not ſay true, and that thoſe, which he does 

recite, were not contained in them: 
When the other form, which we find in his 
treatiſe * de preſcriptionibus hereticorum, is 
.nghtly tranſlated ;-it ſays, that Chriſt will 
come to take the holy to the enjoyment of 
< life eternal, and to {ſentence the wicked to 
'« everlaſting fire, both parties,” that is, both 
the holy and the wicked, © being raiſed up by 
a reſtoration of the fleſo.” The manner, in 
| 5 which 
- + QQuæramus ergo id duntaxat, quod ſalva re- 
gula fidei poteſt in quæſtionem devenire. Regula 
eſt autem fidei, ut jam huic, quid defendamus, 
<-profiteamur, illa ſcilicet, qua creditur ; Unum om- 
nino Deum eſſe, nec alium præter mundi condito- 
rem, qui univerſa de nihilo produxerit per verbum 
ſuum primo omnium demiſſum: Id verbum Filium 
ejus appellatum, in nomine Dei varie viſum a pa- 
-< triarchis, in prophetis ſemper auditum, poſtremo 
<« delatum ex Spiritu Dei et virtute in virginem Ma- 
* riam, carnem factum in utero ejus, et ex ea natum 
_ -«< egiſſe Jeſum Chriſtum, exinde prædicaſſe novam 
<< legem, et novam promiſſionem regni cœlorum; 
virtutes feciſſe; fixum cruci; tertia die reſurrexiſſe; 
< in ccelos ereptum ſediſſe ad dextram Patris; miſiſſe 
e vicariam vim Spiritus Sancti, qui credentes agat; 
„ venturum cum claritate ad ſumendos ſanctos in vitæ 
* ternæ et promiſſorum cceleſtium fructum, et ad 
| pro- 


4 


L 
| 
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1 
which Tertullian introduces this form, is 


worth our notice. Let us, ſays he, confine 
our enquiries to ſuch things, as may come 


„into queſtion without violating the rule of 


faith: and the rule of faith is this, which 


follows. — Though we ſhould here allow 


' what the enquirer ſuppoſes, that this was not 
a public creed; yet it muſt at leaſt have been 


a ſummary of the goſpel drawn up by Tertul- 


lian in the form of a creed agreeably to his 
oven private opinion. He muſt therefore have 


forgotten this creed of Tertullian, when he 
.afhrms, that we meet with no creeds drawn 


up by any one, upon any occaſion, wherein 
a reſurrection 'of the fleſh is made a diſtinct 
ec article, before that of Arius and Euzoius :” 


But how does he make good, what he ſup- 


poſes, that this was not a public creed? 


* profanos adjudicandos igni perpetuo, facta utrin/que 


e paurtis reſiſcitatione cum curnis reſtitutione. Hæc 


© regula, ut probabitur, a Chriſto inſtituta nullas ha- 
„ bet apud nos quæſtiones niſi quas hæreſes inferunt, 


< et que hæreticos faciunt.” Tertull. de præſcript. 


hæreticorum, p. 206, 207. 
The words here printed in a different character from 


the reſt are thus tranſlated by Dr. Sykes. — Both parts 


of us being 'raiſed up with the reſtoration of the fleſh. 
But the reader, by comparing them with what goes be- 
fore, will ſee;; that Tertullian does not ſpeak of raiſing 


both the parts of a man, his ſoul and his body, but that 


reſuſcitatio utriuſque partis means @ reſurretion of both 
parties, of the good and of the bad. This tranſlation 
agrees with Binghams; — having firſt raiſed both the 
one and the other, &c. See his antiquities, &c. B. x. 


e. 8. =; | N 
© Enquiry, &c. p. 16, 43. 


"Why, truly; Terwltan ſays, that it was 
* inſtituted by Chriſt; whereas Chriſt never 
zſtituted ſuch a ereed, nor evet taught a 
ec thing about a reſtoration of the fleſh.” If 
by ſuch a creed is here meant this particular 
form of words; we may prove in the ſame 
manner, chat What we call che apoſtles creed 
12 vu a ſummary. of the goſpel-drawn up by 
-ottiber agreeably! to his own opinions, 
Wen! chat it neither is, nor ever was, a public 
exreed of any church. For Comber ſays, that 
this creed was compoſed hy the NS: 
whereas the apoſtles did not co this 
[ticular form of words. But if by farb red 
we are to underſtand the doctrine, which is 
contained in 'Tertollians form; then to: af- 
firm, that Chriſt, or the apoſtles Fro his name, 
could not be the authors of it, becauſe they 
never taught a reſtoration of the fleſh; is only 
to take one of the principal points in quoſtion 
for granted in order to eſtabliſn the other: 
it is to take for granted, that the reſurrection, 
which the ſcriptures” hold forth to our belief, | 
is not fuch an one, as can be called a tefur- 
rection f the body ; in order to prove, that 
the public creeds in Tertullians time did not 
uſe this language in ſpenking of it. But in 
whichever fenſe our author uſed the words 
guch creed, Tertullian is a very competent wit- 
neſs to prove what was the public Title of faith 
in his time ; 'notwithſtarid ing. any miſtake, 


8 | Wick 
* 1 Kc. p. 18. 5 
* Combers: —_—_— to the Temple. 1 4 1688. 
p. 132. 0 
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which he'may have: made about the perſon, 
who drew it up. And indeed this very miſtake 
is an evidence, that the form was an antient 
one: for if it had been lately: received by the 
church, and eſpecially if it had been of his 
own: drawing up; he: would} have known the 
origin of it too well: to have re oh it 
was drawn up by Chriſt. 

But may it not ſtill be aſked, 0 Whether 
<«< the expreſſions in the two forms, of which 
we have 2 ſt been ſpeaking, are not ſo dif- 

« fexent in the correſponding. articles, that 
e beth of them could not dan tiſmal creeds 7 
* And if both were not; will it be poſſible: 
to ſay which, or indeed whether either of 
« them, was? All the difficulty, whieh theſe 
queſtions throw in anr way, will cafily be re- 
moved ; if we lay afide our modern notions of 
things, when we are examining into the prac- 
tice of antient times. Our own church has. 
three public creeds, Which differ from each 
other in the manner of expreſſing the ſame 
articles of faith: and if the law had not pre- 
ſeribed the particular form, which is to be 
ufed in baptifm, we might have uſed any one 
of the thxee at out 'own difcretion:, In like 
manner thoſe, who adminiſtered baptiſm i in 
the African church, might be at liberty ta uſe 
either f the creeds recorded by Tertullian: 


for though the doctrine, which was contained 


in the baptiſmal creeds, ſeems in his time to 

have been very nearly the ſame every where; 

yet we have no reaſon to Nin that” there 
was 

| pe &c. p. 18. hs | 
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was then any law of the chriſtian church in 
general, or of the African church in particu- 
lar, which required, that this doctrine ſnould 
be always expreſſed in the ſame preciſe. 
words: : 

A difficulty of the ſame fort i is raiſed dbout 


tg creeds, which are delivered down to us by 


Irenzus, who had been educated i in the eaſtern, 
church, and was made a'biſhop-in Gaul about 


1 Joe _ 7 Marks two creeds, it is ob- 


jected 


z Eng quiry, 14. MN im cabs 6? ha when 
Dr. Sykes ſpeaks of what Tertullian calls the invaria- 
ble rule of faith, in which we find the article of a re- 
ſurrection f ibe feſb, he argues, that this could not 


| 5 a ba 2 creed; becauſe it makes no mention of 


Ghoſt : See above at . 76. But here he is 
* 8 9 that the ſhorter of the two creeds quoted 
from Irenzus, which has not the article of a reſur- 
rection of the fleſh, is more like a baptiſmal creed, than 


the longer? notwithſtanding the longer mentions the 


Holy Ghoſt, and the ſhorter does not? 
The ſhorter. creed is; in unum Deum cre- 
« deptes, fabricatorem ceeli et terre, et omnium, que: 
< in ijs ſunt, per Chriſtum Jeſum os Filium. A's 
275 ropter eminentiſſimam erga entum ſuum 
c lectionem, cam, que eſſet 5 5 enerationem 
« ſaſtinuit, ipſe tab adunans Deo, et p 
<« ſub Pondb llato, et reſurgens, et in claritate re- 
ceptus, in gloria venturus, ſalvator eorum, qui 
* ſalyantur, et judex eorum, qui judicantur, · et mit- 
„ tens in ignem æternum tranſgreſſores veritatis et 
4 re legis ſug.” ”  Jreps Oxon: 44792. Lil. 
206. 
lebens, in the firſt chapter of the firſt book, having 
aid; 3 0 Toy Xaveves The dane @ Ay tv dall xalix 
ov die Ty ö tlAnꝙt, x. T. N * Whoever 2 
« in 
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jected, could not both be baptiſmal creeds: 
becauſe they differ from one another in ex- 
preſſion. Our enquirer thinks, that the 
«ſhorter of the two looks moſt like a baptiſ- 


© mal creed.” Irenæus however informs us, 


that the longer was a rule of truth, re- 
* ceived by every perſon at baptiſm ;” which 
is a direct teſtimony, that this was a baptiſmat 
creed, Whatever the other might be: and one 


article in this rule of truth is, that Chrift 


| TE. | -; 
zn mind the ifivriable rule of truth, which he re- 
<« ceived in baptiſm, &c.“ ſubjoins this rule of truth 
in the ſecond chapter. The church, though it be 
e diſperſed over all the world from one end of the 
*< earth t0 the other, received from the apoſtles and 
their diſciples the belief in one God, the Father al- 
mighty, maker of the heaven, and the earth, and 
< the ſeas, and all things in them. And in one Chriſt 
<« Jeſus the Son of God, who became fleſh. for our 
e ſalvation. And in the Holy Ghoſt, who preached by 
<« the nativity from a virgin, and the paſſion, and the 
e reſuxtection from the dead. and the bodily aſcent of his 
<« beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord into heaven, and his 
coming again from heaven in the glory of the Father 
** togather all things together, ( @v«-wac macay oder 
en, avJgwroryr@] and to raiſe up all fleſſi of all 
menz that, according to the will of the inviſible father, 


every (knee ſhould bow, of things in carth, and 


and God and ſaviour and king; and chat he may 


< exerciſe. juſt judgment upon all, and ſand ſpiritual 


< wickedneſſesand thetranſgryſſing and apoſtate angels; 
wich all ungodly, unrighteous, lawleſs, and bit 
e pheming men into was rcp but grant life 


e g oo 
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< ſhall come in the glory of the Father to ga- 
ther together all things and to raiſe up all 
« fleſh of all men.” 
In our preſent copies both. of the creed 


delivered by Euſebius to the council of 
Nice, and likewiſe of the creed eſtabliſhed 


by this council, there is no mention made of 


a reſurrection of the body or of the fleſh. 
But this omiſſion cannot prove, that there 
was not, before the time of this council, any 
ſuch article in any baptiſmal creed, in oppo- 
fition to the evidence already produced * 

1 


e to all Aghrobus and poly r men, 150 ket TY com- 
mandments, and perſevere in his love, ſome from 
* the beginning, others after repentance, on whom he 
< confers immortality and inveſts them with eternal 
„glory.“ Iren. L. i. c. 1, 2. p. 44, 43. 
The creed delivered by Eu 
was j We believe in one God the father almighty, 
4 maker of all things viſible and inviſible: and in one 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt the word of God, God of God, 
light of light, life of life, the only begotten ſon, the 
„ firſt. born of every creature, begotten of God the 
++ father before all ages, by whom if things were made. 
« Who for our ſalvation became incarnate, and con- 
« verſed among men; who" ſuffered and "roſe again 
the third day; he aſcended to the father, and will 
< come again to judge both the quick and dead. 
« We believe alſo in the Holy Ghoſt! ' And each of 
tc theſe to be and exiſt, the Father to be truly a Father, 
the Son to be truly a Son, and the Holy Ghoſt truly 
a Holy Ghaſt: as our Lord, when he ſent his diſci- 
<< ples to preach, ſaid, G reach all nations -baptizin 
. te them in the name. of "the: Fen: on 125 e 25 
6 "GPL Socrat. L. i. c. or 
| T he 


4 


ſebius to this dal | 


B. x. c. iv. F. xiv. 


( 33) 
the creeds of Judza, Italy, Africa, and 
Gaul. The truth is, that the other arti- 
cles, which uſually follow that relating to 
the Holy Ghoſt, ſuch as the forgiveneſs of 
fins, and the life everlaſting, are likewiſe 
omitted in both . thoſe creeds, as well as the 
article of the reſurrection of the body. And 


what was ſaid *juſt now of thoſe, who met 


in the council of Sardica, may be ſaid likewiſe 
of thoſe, who. met in the council of Nice: 
they were principally employed in deliberating 
about the perſon and quality of the Son of 

| God ; 


The creed of the council at Nice was — © We be- 
* lieve in one God almighty, maker of all things vi- 
© ſible and inviſible: And in one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Son of God, begotten of the father, the only 
<* begotten, that is, of the ſubſtance of the father, God 
* of God, light of light, very God of very God, be- 
< gotten not made, of one ſubſtance with the father, 
* by whom all things both in heaven and earth were 
«© made. Who for us men and for our ſalvation 
came down from heaven; and was incarnate and 
made man, and ſuffered, and the third day roſe 
„again, and aſcended into heaven, and ſhall come 
again to judge the quick and the dead, And in 
the Holy Ghoſt.” Then follow the anathemas 
« And thoſe, who ſay, There was a time, when 


e the ſon of God was not; or that he did not 


« exiſt before he was made, becauſe he was made 
ce out of nothing, or of another ſubſtance or eſſence ; 
or that he was created or mutable; the catholic and 
< apoſtolic church anathematizes them.“ Socrat. 

b See above at p. 69. and Binghams antiq. &c. 


L 2 


(684) 
God; and therefore in reciting the creed they 
went no farther, than they were led by the 

point in debate: but after mentioning the 

Holy Ghoſt, they left the reſt to be ſupplied 

from ſuch creeds, as were then generally re- 

ceived in the chriſtian church. That this was 
the true reaſon, why they ſtopped here, without 
making a particular recital of the articles, 
which follow this; may be collected from the 
manner, in which the biſhops, who met at 

Antioch about 16 years afterwards, introduce 
theſe articles. The firſt articles of this creed 
relate to the Father and the Son; and in the 
cloſe of it, after ſaying, © We believe in the 

* Holy Ghoſt; they go on thus; 1 & der 

© Tgoo Year, and F it is neceſſary to add this ; 

we believe likewiſe concerning the reſurrec- 

& tion of the fleſh and everlaſting life.” This 

introduction, which in our enquirers opinion 

| . e 2 INN 

| © — T5 ivopev 3 tis Ai Ivedaa el & def mpargtive, 

wife, 2 Weph Twgxo5 avagradcius, » Cote d luv. 

Socrar. L. ii, c. x. Enquiry, &c. p.'31 

In the apoſtolical conſtitutions —— is a creed to be 

repeated by thoſe, who came to be baptized, in which 

< with all believers in the holy church they profeſs a 

faith [tis capzes avapar]-in the refurrection of 

« the fleſh, and in the remiſſion, of fins, and in the 

kingdom of heaven, and in the life of the world to 

« come.” Conſtit. apoſtol. L. viii. c. xli. Dr, Sykes 

ſuppoſes 5 this creed to have been probably drawn 

< up about, or rather before, the middle of the fourth 

4 century.” If he could prove, that it was drawn up 

about the middle of the fourth century, this might 

be a reaſon, why „ he thould take no notice of 
| * « ir 
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4 puts it beyond all diſpute, that this clauſe 


te was not in the more antient baptiſmal 
** creeds,” may ſerve to convince us of the 
contrary; if we compare it with the evidence, 
which we have been examining. The Antio- 
chian biſhops do not ſp about theſe arti» 
cles with doubt and heſitation : when they 
ſay, ei d der D e, their words are not to 
be rendered, 7 it is proper, or 22 it is lawful, 
but Mit is neceſſary, we add as follows. They 
firſt ſet forth as much of their faith, as related 
to the point in diſpute: and then, b y intro- 
ducing the remaining articles in this manner, 


they intimate, that theſe were articles, about 
which it might be thought unneceſſary to ſay 


12 thing, as all er were agreed about 
them. 
Our author allows, PRE the 0 lan 


writers, Who lived before Irenæus and after 


_ 


+ 3t” in the IR queſtion. But when he corrects 
himſelf, and ſays, that it was rather drawn up before 
the middle of the fourth century ; the reader will be 


likely to aſk ; how long before ? Our author in anſwer 
to this queſtion obſerves, that it contains juſt the 


ec ſame articles with the creed of Arius and Euzoius ;” 


which is quoted above at p- 67. note ©; and from 
hence he concludes, that it was formed upon the 
« plan of theirs, and muſt therefore be of a later date 


than the year 327.“ But we might with as much 
| reaſon conclude. upon the ſame. principle, that what 
he calls their creed was formed upon the plan of this; 


and conſequently that this was in being before theirs. 


Enquiry, &c. p. 47, 48. 


1 $ Enquiry, &c. p. 10. 


(86) 

Tenatius, that is, between the-end of the firſt 
and the middle of the ſecond century, fre- 
quently ſpeak of a reſurrection of the body or 
fleſh: but he adds, that there does not appear 
to have been either then or earlier any creed 
which eſtabliſhed ſuch a doctrine. He has 
not however produced on the other hand an 
creed of ſo early a date, in which this article 
is omitted: and from hence we may-conclude, 
that he could not find one. But where no- 

5 ren | thing 
What Juſtin Martyr, ſays, — that « Chriſt at his 
< ſecond. coming [rd owpale cvayeieer} will raiſe the 
<< bodies of all men who have ever been, p. 87. — he 
<« conſiders as matter only of private opinion; and re- 
< preſents Juſtin as a witneſs, that this article was not 
& in any baptiſmal creed; becauſe he tells us of no 
* other article, but that all were baptized, i 5vopales 
© Ts Haręòs d xy d Oel, x, owlnpeg, nay Inov Xen, 
Hutu cya], in the name of God the Father and 
Lord of all things, and of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, _ 
and of the Holy Spirit.“ Enquiry, p. 9. With 
Juſt the ſame reaſon I might produce our church ca- 
techiſm ; which ſays, that perſons are baptized in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt ;'* to prove, that no other articles 
but theſe are contained in our baptiſmal creed. _ 

— dg h annJus nYieon amo vexpur, iYEigarlog avier v 
Ta]gos aut. xala T0 0ppoiwpea, "Ws: „ MAGS rug wigeU¹,,ö,h! 
| & ule dug tte. 0 walne & ul ey Xe Inox. Epiſt. ad 
Trallianos, c. ix. p. 34. edit. Oxon. 1709. 


Dr. Sykes after quoting from Juſtin Martyr what 
I have juſt now mentioned in note, and another 
ſhort paſſage, which has no relation to the preſent 
queſtion, from his ſecond apology, ſays, it was ſoon 
<« after this, that Polycarp ſuffered.” Enquiry, &c. 
p- 9, 10. Irenæus writes thus of Polycarp ; “ He was 

2 


(87) 

thing appears to the contrary ; ſuch a general 
agreement may be looked upon as an evidence, 
that what he calls the private opinion of chriſtian 
writers was in reality the public opinion of the 
church. And we may carry this evidence a little 
farther back, than he has thought proper to 
carry it; for he has quoted Ignatius imperfectly, | 
when he makes him ſay only, that God will raiſe 
up us: Tgnatius's words are; Chriſt was truly 

raiſed from the dead, in like faſhion, as bis Father 
will raiſe up us, who believe in bim. 
; | | IF ©; 1 We 
a man, who had not only been taught by the apoſtles 
< and converſed with many, who had ſeen Chriſt, but 
*© was likewiſe. appointed by the apoſtles biſhop of the 
church of Smyrna, in Aſia; whom I ſaw in the 
e early part of my life; for he lived long, and died 
& in his extreme old age by nobly and gloriouſiy ſuf- 
« fering martyrdom.“ keen. L. ili. c. iii. $. 4. A prayer 
uſed by Polycarp at his martyrdom is recorded in an 
epiſtle of the church of Smyrna, which is printed with 
his and Ignatius's epiſtles; c. xiv. p. 71; and in this 
prayer he mentions d aτννο Tun; aw Vx T5 5 
u, which Dr. Sykes tranſlates, the reſurrec- 
ve tion of eternal life, ſoul and body:“ the true tranſ- 
lation is, 4 reſurretiion of eternal life both of the ſoul and 
body, that is, a reſurrection to eternal life, which life 
is to be enjoyed both by the ſoul and the body. 
But there could be no eternal life of the body, if 
there was no reſurrection of the body. Whenever there- 
fore Polycarp ſuffered martyrdom; this opinion about 
the reſurrection muſt have been as early as the times of 
the apoſtles: unleſs any one can ſuppoſe, that this ve- 
nerable father took up a precarious opinion very late in 
his life, and proclaimed it with his laſt breath, when he 
was juſt going to ſuffer martyrdom.” He has indeed * in 
his epillle to the Philippians mentioried à reſurrection 
E ag | lewice, 


(388) 
We ſhall ſee: how much this teſtimony of 
Ignatius is to our purpoſe if, we go on to 
enquire ; whether the ſcriptures do not juſtify: 


the language of ſuch creeds, as ſpeak of the 


reſurrection sf rhe body. © © 

St. John teaches us, that, « notwithſtanding 
we cannot form any notion about the change, 
which ſhall happen to us at the coming of 
Chriſt; yet of this we may be aſſured, that, 
te whert He ſhall appear; we ſhall be Hike him.“ 
And to thoſe, who aſk; * © How are the dead 
c raiſed up and with what body do they 


come? St. Paul does not reply, that the 


reſurrection, which is promiſed in the goſpel, 
cannot he called a reſurreftion of the body, (6 


that this queſtion was fiothing to the pur- 


ofe ; but, after reptimanding them for of 


aving obſerved,” how many different ſorts of 
bodies there are in nature, or not having macs 


e twice; in one place he ſays; [e & igt did bi 
1. vengin, a nas tyres] He, "who raiſed up Chriſt 
« from the dead, will, raiſe up us: and in the other; 
„ [untexao dh, Hyrigas nas in _vexgor] He Bath 401 
4 myſed uf 10 rae us from the dead.” But theſe expreſ- 
ſions are nb evidence, that, when he wrote this A 
he di not believe ſuch a reſurfection, as may probably 
be called 2 reſurrection of the body. 


- - econd epiſtle, c. xxi: but this, N ays Dr. Sykes, 


have rather ſaid, that many learned mei have . U. 
Which 


whether it is genuine or not. In his firſt epiſtle, h 
is authentic, * the doctor found nothing more an 
11 55 vs L's 5 4 | dds l 2 th i of 8 4 2Y <. tione 


- Clemens Romanus, who lived in the times of the 
pol les, , mentions the reſurrection of the fleſh; in 
©« his { 
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(89) 
uſe of this obſervation to remove their doubts 
about the reſurrection, he informs them, that 
as we have born the image of the firſt man, who 
was earthly, ſo ſhall we hkewiſe bear the im- 
age of the Lord from. heaven, Was then the. 
body of Chriſt raiſed? The women, who. 
went to his ſepulchre, were informed by 
two angels, that the reaſon, Why they 
did not find his body there, was, becauſe he 
was riſen from the dead: We have therefore 
the teſtimony of angels to prove, that the re- 
furrection of Chriſt was a reſurrection of the 
body. We have likewiſe the teſtimony of St. 
Peter to the fame purpoſe, wha argues, that 
* the fleſn of Chrik ck did not ee; corruption ; 
becauſe he was ralſed from the dead. Nay. we 
have the teſtimony of Chriſt himſelf to prove 
it: handle me, 4590 he, and ſee, for a ei 
* hath- not Heſh: nd bone, as J Ke: me 
„ et ONE i ; 18 have. 
4 Genc _ eee c. —— | and not any 
particular modus of ig, or the reſurtestion of 

6e fte Eoqniry —— 1 ha 86 if he hag þ | 
$6: wigs ere be . 1 8 = Wren 
1 
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55 Aeg ee, 5 T1v 2 7 7 da- 
90540 9 ws Gita. "@ ag plas ſays: And thou 
« ſhalt raiſ& up lis * . has gore 
cc chcugh all theſe calaitic:* | Whather be inter- 
prets the words of. Job rightly or not, 53 from 
roy prefent — his — mach . 
18 m Bs 
PORE * be — uſe Th in ſpeak- 
ing Wh e xeſurrecti | 83 


1 Joh. iii. 2. 7 Cor, vw TE Latz. xxiy.3-6. 
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(90) 
e have.” If then we ſhall be raiſed as Chriſt - 
was ; we retain the language of the ſcriptures, 
when we declare our belief of a reſurrection 
of the body: for we uſe the ſame words in 
| ſpeaking of our reſurrection, which the ſcrip- 

tures have uſed in ſpeaking of his. 

St. Matthew, when he relates the prodi- 
gies, which attended the death and the reſur- 
rection of our Lord, ſays, that * many bodies 
<* of ſamts, which ſlept, aroſe, and went into 
<« the holy city after his reſurrection and appear- 
_ < ed unto many.“ Is then the language of our 
creed, when it ſpeaks of thoſe, who ſhall be 
raiſed. by Chriſt hereafter,” different from the 
language of the evangeliſt, when he ſpeaks of 
thoſe, who have been raiſed by him already? 
St. Paul, when he is arguing againſt forni- 
cation, urges, that:* the body is not for for- 
© nication but for the Lord: — and God hath 
tt both raiſed up the Lord and will alſo raiſe 
te up us by his own Spirit.” But if we inter- 
pret the word zs in this place ſo, as to make 
it mean any thing, but 07 body; we ſhall ren- 
der the apoſtles argument inconeluſive: for 

| however, a judgment to come 5 0 be à rea- 


Ton, for keeping our minds and conſeiences void ot 

offence . yet, unleſs the bady is to be raiſed, the 
ſpecial. conſideration of a xeſurreftion would 
be no reaſon for keeping aur bodies undefiled. 
He ſays indeed elſewhere, that fleſh 
c ard blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
cc of God.“ But leſt his readers ſhould ſup- 


Matt. xxvii. 52, 53. 1. Cor. vi. 13,1 *- 8 


_ « demption of their 
our authors interpretation, the redemption of 
our bodies, here ſpoken of, means * ©* our deli- 


(91) 


poſe him to mean any thing more than fleſh 


and blood in its preſent condition, and ſhould 


make him inconſiſtent with himſelf by ex- 
tending his words to our bodies, when th 

are transformed into the likeneſs of Chriſts 
_ glorious body, he immediately informs them, 
that this corruptible thing, which we call fleſh 


or body, ſhall at the laſt day be fo changed, 
as to put on incorruption. And having 


"diſtinguiſhed between a natural body, or a 


body, which has only an animal life, and a 
ſpiritual body, or a body, which has a ſpi- 


ritual life, he declares, that our bodies in 
their preſent condition are of the former 
- fort ; and as to their condition after the re- 
ſurrection, when they ſhall be of the latter 
- ſort, he uſes, if not the very words of our 


creed, yet ſuch words as plainly ſhew, that a 


' reſurrection of the body is no improper ex- 
preſſion; for he lays, that © a natural body is 


“ ſown, à ſprritual body is raiſed.” 


As e tells the Romans, that ? the whole race 
of mankind groaned through defire of being 


delivered from the bondage of corruption 


e into the. glorious liberty of the ſons of God; 
and that even they, who had the firſt fruits 
of the Spirit, groaned within themſelves, 


e waiting for the 1 Sion to wit, the re- 
dy.” According to 


« verance from the bodies, which we now 
Lahtrr 1! 0 „ have.” 


» Rom. viii. 19— 23. 4Enquiry, &c. p. 7. 
M2 


* deliverance from bur body. Nor will 1affirm, 


(92) 
« have.” But the apoſtle fays, 259 rwronurpwow 
7 caro „ r and not Tyv CTOAUTEW ow dero TE 
"ware; nw and whoever reads this paſſage 
Tal ry with- 
5 * If St. Pauls words had been ay d TOAST@wo 4 
'7% owl» nav, they would neceſſarily have 1. er p 
at Thy 


*@ rokVrgarw AH T5 cual > dum is ſuch an expreſſion, 
as couſd not poſſibly admit of this ſenſe, if it was de- 
tached from the context: for, Heb. ix. 15, we meet 
with a. ſimilar expreſſion d TOAUTEWOV Tay TopxCaviu, 
which in the opinion of Grotius means the ſame as 
-&TAYTEwIlv aro TW Whxpacaomu. But if the words vn 


. @roATEWT WY e i oy 


ſignify redemption, 


or. deliverance, from our body, they may likewiſe ſig- 


. nify the redemption or deliverance-of our body; juſt 


as, Epheſ. i. 4. d rννο iv -TTc wepiroinoets means re- 


demption of the poſſeſſion; and, Luk. xi. 28, à dv- 
- Abrgwe is N means the redemption of ou. s 
Dr. Sykes ſays, that “as +1p. dro\yreuorw vd. 0upa 


A. 


hr, Rom. viii. 2g, relates to that ſtate of happi- 
cc nels, which we are now hoping for, and which we 


are hereafter to enjoy, it is not a reſurrection of our 
_ <.bodies, but a freedom or deliverance from the bo- 
dies, that we bear about us, that the apoſtle has In 
view.“ Enquiry, &c. p. 7. And may not we ſay on 
the other hand, that as πτν @roaurpwow!4s (hpnt©- 
ud relates to that ſtate of happineis, which we are 


* 


now hoping for, and which we are hereafter to enjoy, 
it is a deliveranoe of our bodies from the bondage of 
corruption? The principle, from which he argues will 
lead us to one of theſe concluſions as well as to the 


other; that is, if the words may be taken in eitlier 


of theſe two ſenſes, ' this principle will not help usꝰto 
determine which of the two is the true ſeiſe. 


But from the context we learn, that what all mankind 
are here ſaid to groan after ĩs a deliverance from the bondage 


EO 


without having any particular opinion to 
ſupport, will probably ſee, that this re- 
demption of our bodies confiſts, not in de- 
: | 21 livering | 

of corruption, from the vanity, towhich they huve been ſub- 
feed; and that the v1» arolurpwow ,v , which 
they, who have the firſt fruits of the Spirit, ait for and 
prin means the ſamerthing :-the-onlyxdifference 
tween theſe and the reſt of mankind is, that theſe 
wait in ſuch hape of this deliverance, as the others have 
not. Now the bondage of corruption, the vanity, to 
which all mankind have been ſubjected, does not con- 
ſiſt in their having bodies; for this was not the con- 
ſequence of Adams — — it confiſts in the 


Frailty and mortality, which his tranſgreſſion introduced 


into their bodies. Therefore the 5 &nvadrpwans ns 
uhr naw, which the apoſtle here ſpeaksof, means 
the -deliverance of our body from its frailty- and 
mortality. 


By conſulting 2 Cor. v. 2. 3. 4. we may be farther 


informed, what it was, which they groaned for, to 
whom, as we read at verſe 356, * God had given the 
earneſt of the Spirit. Phe. ſenſe of this paſſage, 
* ſays Tillotſon, will be very clear and current, if we 
„ make a ſmall alteration in the verſion, where our 
c tranſlators have not attained the true ſenſe; In this 
„ne groan, earneſtly deſiring to be clothed upon with 


our bouſe, which is from heaven ; {#6 y526\ivduraperc, 
„ -pupvor, tvetInoopeda; ] if ſo be we ſhall be found 
«clothed aud not naked. We are deſirous to be clothed 
upon with our houſe from heaven (that is; with our 
immortal and ſpiritual bodies) if ſo be it ſhall ſo 


happen, that at the coming of *Chriſt, we fhall be 


found in theſe bodies and not ſtripped of them be- 
„fore by death. And then it follows; for we; that 


* are in this tabernacle do groan being burdened (that bs, 
| 2 qr o i 


(94) 

 Hivefing us from them, but in delivering 
them from the bondage of corruption. In his 
epiſtte to the Philippians he teaches us at 
what'time and by what power this deliverance 
will be wrought. * © We look, ſays. he, for a 
e ſaviour from heaven the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

< who. [piſzoxnparics] ſhall change, [that is, 
«ſhall transform] our vile body, that it may 
« be faſhioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the mighty working, whereby 
hy he is able even to fubdue' all things unto 
| « himſelf.” > But I know not how we can find 
more proper words to declare our belief of a 
reſurrection, in which our body ſhall be de- 
livered from the bondage of corruption, and in 
which our vile body ſhall be fo transformed, 

as to 'be made like the glorious body of Chriſt, 


ih | 


Fg vich * afflictions and preſſures of this life 3) at 
for that we would-be unclot bed, (that is, not that we 
e deſire by death to be deveſted of theſe bodies, ) but 
7 clothed. upon, (that is, if God ſee it good, we had 
- go. be found alive, and changed, and without 
| putting off theſe bodies have immortality, as it 
2 were, ſuperinduced) that ſo mortality might be ſwal- 
2 lowed — life.“ [See Tillotſons ſermon preached 
at the furera of Dr. Whichcot.] Thus we find, that 
what they, who had the earneſt of the Spirit, or the 
firſt fruits of the Spirit, groaned after, was a deliver- 
ance of their body from mortality, and not a deliver- 
ance of themſelves from their body: for if God 
thought fit, they rather deſired to continue in it, till 
by being transformed into the likeneſs of Chriſts 
glorious body it ſhould become immortal. 


* Philip. iii. 20, 2 1. 
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(95) 
than thoſe of our common creed; I Believe 
in the reſurrection of the body. 

If any one maintains, that there may be a 
reſurrection of the dead, without a reſurrec- 
tion of the body ; we have no occaſion to en- 
ter into. this debate with him. The proper an- 
{wer is, that, unleſs the reſurrection of the 
dead, which he believes, is ſuch an one, as ma 
be called a reſurrection of the body; his fai 
muſt be different from that, which was ex- 
preſſed in the, public creeds of the primitive 
chürch, and is taught in the goſpel, 
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9 4 By. Dr. Rutberfortn, 


A letter to the Reverend Dr. be in i Whicn 
his defence of the Samaritan pentateuch is examined, 
and his ſecond: diſſertation on the ftate of the printed 
Hebrew: text of the old teſtament is ſhewn to be in many 

| inſtances injudicious and inaccurate. 

With a poſtſcript occaſioned by his advertiſing, be- 

fore this letter was 9 27 that he bad an \ anſwer to 


SER. | TE 63 INNS 


A ſrvond TA, Ad, Kenatcart, in 
which his 8 of his ſecond differtatibn is ex- 
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